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Sir, 

In obedience to your repeated commands, I am now 
fet do-nm to gi\e jou fuch an account of the rmoludons 
in Bengal, as mj memor) and the papers I base by me 
wtII enable me But, firft, I find it neceEary to gi\ e you 
feme account of the religion, culloms, policj', and go- 
1 emment of the natii e Indians, and their conquerors the 
iMahometans, that, being familiarized to them, }ou may 
fee the pnnciples on which they a£l, and that tne whole 
ma} appear a natural chain of ei ents I then propofe to 
gi\e you the hiftory of Bengal, prior to the accelTion of 
Cheraujee al Dowla, and, lalU}, the account of the un- 
happy cataftrophe of all the companv’s fettlements there, 
and of the feieral interefting e ents that followed You 
mull not expeiR a graceful diSion, and ornamented fnle. 
I pretend to no other ment than a firufl adherence to 
truth, and fuch obferrations as are the rcfulc of much 
comerfation and mtercoarie v ith thenatnes 

Firfi, of the religion ana cufioms of the nati e In- 
dians, whom I lhall call Geoioos, agreeable to the com- 
mon pronunenaon They pretend, tnac Bri-mma, the 
founder of their religion, was a beins fo exaited a ca- 
tiue, as to be infenor onU to god hunfelf of in-m-e 
knowledge, and all his -no^ds were truth F"cm tne con- 
dufl: of manLmd, as recorded in the hillcnes or other 
countries, I incline to th'nk, tnis Brumma was c'c of 
thofe g-eat gemufes, which Prondcncc, from time to 
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time, bcftows on mankind /or the improvement of their 
happinefs fuch wxrc Confucius, Zoroaftcr, and 1 might 
add Peter the Great, who, had lie appeared in a lefs cik 
lightened age, avould, I doubt not, when t;mc had caft 
a veil o% cr his failings, hat c been as much revered among 
the Ruffian'^, as thefe men tt ere in their refpeftive nations 
They date the cxiftencc of Brumma m^ny thoufand years 
beyond our account of the creation Pofllbly their chro- 
nology’’ IS no better founded than that of tlie Chmefe, 
yet they hate undoubted claims to remote antiquity , for 
the earlieft accounts we have of them, reprefent them as 
cultivating all the ufeful arts in great pcrfcfiion , and to 
judge by tlicir Aotv progrefs among us, this feems to be 
the work of ages Perhaps thefe callcm countries, peo- 
pled in the infancy of the world, ncter degenerated into 
that Rate of barbanfm in v/hich we were fo long involv- 
ed , the foil and climate tvcrc propitious to mankind, and 
the mind was a flranger to the ficrtier paflions, which 
arofc from thcftimulatingncccflitics of our more northern 
climates The Bramins fay, that Brumma, their law- 
giver, left tlicm a book, called the Vidam, which con- 
tams all his doftnnes and inftitutions Some fay the ori- 
ginal language in which it was WTOte is loft, and that at 
prefent tlicy only poffefs a comment thereon, called the 
Shahftah, w'hich is wTote in the Sanfcrit language, now 
a dead language, and Imown only to the Bramins who 
fiudy It In this they arc taught to believe m one fupreme 
Being, who has created a regular graduation of beings, 
fome fupenor, and fome inferior to man in the immor- 
tality of the foul, and a future ftate of rewards and pu- 
niftiments, which is to confift of a tranfmigration into 
difrercnt bodies, according to the lives they haieled m 
their pre-cxiftcnt ftate This is all I know of their 
dodtnne on thefe two important fuhjciSls, and this is be- 
haved by the moft learned of the Bramins But, from 
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•m opinion that fcnfible objefls were ncccITafy to make 
ilijs intelligible to the t'ulgar, thefe doclrires hai e been 
taught In allcgorj hence images ucrc made of the fu- 
preme Being, according to the particuW attribute thej' 
V ould exprefs , his power, bj an image with many 
hands and fwords, his wnfdom bj an elephant s head, and 
fo for the reft and this is the principal fource of all ido- 
latry, for the explanation being loft, in procefs of time 
the images became themfeU cs the objedls of their w orfliip , 
and as the knowledge of the Sanfent lan^uauc is confined 
to a few^ of the moft learned Bramins, thefe alone poL 
ft-fs the magic lanthom, from which they reflcdl what 
objydls thej plcafc, and though all the Gentoos of the 
continent, from Lahore to Cape Comonn, agree m ac- 
1 now lodging the Vidim, jet they have greatly \ "'ricd in 
the corruptions of it and hence different images arc 
worftiippcd in different parts, and the firft fimplc truth 
of an omnipotent Being is loft in the abfurd worfllip of a 
multitude of images, which, at firft, were onlv ftmibols 
to reprefent his various attributes This is all I fhall 
venture to faj on their doffrinal points, but thcir cuf- 
toms arc reckoned part of their religion, being fanclified 
b) the fuppofed divine character of their legidator If 
conjcdlurcs are pcnnittcd, I ftiould fuppofc, that Bruinaia 
was I ing, as well as Icgiflator, over a'l the continent of 
India, and that the chief points he had in view, were, to 
R tach the people of India to their own countrj', and to 
render facred wliatcvcr cuftoms he thought nccclTan to 
be ob'ened in fuch a climate Hence their vcncratic i lor 
the three great mere which water all thecoun'rv, thti 
5i due, the Kiftnah, and the Ganges , and hcace a’fo their 
vencra’ion for the cow, a creature moft cftcntiallj ncccf- 
ffrv in a countrj where mill is the moft wholcfome fcodj 
luid where oxen arc fo ufcful in cultivating the J'nd 
bat the cuftom which diftmguifhcs the Indians frem 
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the reft of mankind, is the divifion of the natives into 
tnbes 

The four principal tribes, are the Bramins, Soldiers, 
Labourers, and Mechanics Thcfc are again fubdividcd 
into a multiplicity of inferior diftinftions, There arc 
Bramins of various degrees of excellence, who have the 
care of religion allotted to them. Thefe are held facred 
by the reft they fwear by their heads , they kifs their 
feet, and the Bramins have the entire government of 
their minds , and fuch as do not follow any worldly pur- 
fuits, are fupported by the reft, which is a great burden 
upon the land It is difficult to draw a general charadter 
of the Bramins, as they vary fo much in their purfuits, 
and in their degrees of knowledge Some I have conver- 
fed with, acknowledge the errors that have crept into their 
religion, own one fupremc Being, laugh at the idolatry 
of the multitude, but infift upon the neceffity of working 
upon the weakneftes of the vulgar, and will admit of no 
doubt of the divine charadler of their legiflator Talk 
to them of the truth of the Chrillian religion, they 
fay, “ They believe it is all very true, but that God 
“ has given different laws, and ordered different forms 
“ of worfhip for different nations,, and has prefcribed 
“ them theirs, which their forefathers have pradlifcd for 
“ many thoufand years, and they have no reafon to doubt 
“ its being acceptable ” For this reafon they admit no 
converts, nor arc themfelves ever converted, whatever the 
Roman miffionanes may pretend , except indeed the Hal- 
lachores, of whom I fhall fpeak hereafter, who are glad 
to be receiv ed into a fociety where they are treated as 
fellow-creatures But I much doubt whether there ever 
was an inftance of any other ^of the Indians being con- 
verted by the miffionanes , and even thefe do no honour 
to the Chnfban religion, for as far as my obfervation has 
reached, thefe half Chriftians are the moft abandoned 

profligate 




s 


LETTER I 


tribes Thefe are a fet of poor unhappy wretches, 
{lined to nufery from their birth They perform aJl the 
vileft offices of life, bury the dead, and carry a\vay every 
thing that is polluted They are held in fuch abomina- 
tion, that on the Malabar fide of India, if they chance to 
touch one of a fuperior tribe, he draws his fabre, and cuts 
him down on the fpot, without any check, either from 
his own confcience, or from the laws of the country 
How the legifiator could let fuch an injuftice enter into his 
fyftem, I can no otherways account for, than by his fup- 
pofing a neceffityof a regular gradation , and that he was 
obliged to facnfice a portion of his people, to preferve 
the purity, or that wherein he defined punty to confift, 
of the reft All the different tnbes are kept diftinfl: from 
each other, by infurmountable barriers They arc forbid 
to intermarry, to cohabit, to eat with each other, or even 
to drink out of the fame veffel with one of another tnbe , 
and every deviation in thefe points, fubjefts them to be 
rejected by their tnbe, renders them for c\er polluted, and 
they are thence-forward obliged to herd with the Halla- 
chores* 

It does hot enter irito my plan to give you a detail of all 
their religious follies and ceremonies , which, if you are cu- 
rious, you may find amply defenbed in Mr Picart’s collec- 
tion of religious ceremonies Let it fuffice^ that amidft all 
their errors they agree in thofe truths v/hich form the har- 
mony of the umverfe, that there is one supreme 
GOD, AND THAT HE IS BEST PLEASED BY 
CHARITY AND GOOD WORKS Their worfliip and 
cejemomes at the great temple of Jagemaut feem inftt- 
tuted to remind them of this, for there the Bramin, the 
Rajah, the labourer, and mechanic, all prefent their of- 
ferings, and eat and drink promifcuoufly together, as if 
they would infinuate, that all thofe diftiniftions arc of 
human invention, and that in the fight of God all men are 
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feqiial This divifion into tribes has had tvvo effc£ls on 
the -whole nation It has occafioned fuch a difunion among 
them, as has always made them an eafy prey to eveiy 
invader , for no man thinks of defending himfelf, unlefs 
he IS of the foldier’s tribe and hence it is, that the in- 
■vaders, who, like Ale\ander, came in on the nortlicm 
frontiers, inhabited moftly by Raja-Poots, have alv ays 
met a i ery brave refiftance, while thofe who came in from 
the fca, of which more hereafter, have met -n ith a cry 
little. But It 19 the fame diftmftion alfo, which has prc-‘ 
ferved the manufadures among them, maugre all the re- 
volutions and all the opprelEons introduced by the Ma-^ 
hometans , for w-hile the fon can follow no other trade 
than that of his father, the manufadturcs can be loll only 
hy exterminating the people 

Their legiflator has even ordained different lands of 
food to the different tribes , but whether this wais found- 
ed in policy, or m a real perfuafion of the dodtnne of the 
Metempfj chofis, I will not pretend to fay The Bramins 
touch nothing that has life , their food is milk, vegetables 
and fruit , and if you fliew them through a microfcope 
the mfedls on a leaf, invifible to the naked ej'e, they fay 
It IS a deceit, that the objefls are m the glafs, not m the 
leaf( The foldiers are permitted to eat venifon, mutton 
and filh* The labourers and mechanics are different ac- 
cording to their fedls and profeffions , fome are confined 
to milk and vegetables , others are permitted fifh, but 
nothmg further , the pnvilcge of eaUng flefb is confined 
entirely to the foldiers, and in general, almoft without ex- 
ception, they are remarkable for a temperance that bord- 
ers on abftemioufnefs Another circumftance that con- 
tributes to form their general charailer, is, their marry- 
ing when infants , and ) et no n omen are more remark- 
able for their conjugal fidebtj’-, in which they are dif- 
tmgudhed beyond the reft of their fex, by that remark- 
able 
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able cuftonl of burning with their hufbands. 
authors afenbe this to have been mftituted to prevent 
their wives poifoning them , but I am well perfuadcdi 
they often fubmit to it from a nice fenfc of honour and 
conjugal affcSion Let it be confidered, they are 
brought up together from their infancy , the woman has 
no opportumty of ever convcrfing with any other man , 
her affeSions are centered folcly in this one objefl of 
her love , fhe is firmly perfuaded, that by being burnt 
with him, fhe fhall be happy with him in another 
world , that if fhe neglefts this laft token of affcftion, 
he may take another wife, and Ihe be feparated from him 
for ever However falfe fhefc pnnciples, yet, if thofe 
poor women arc perfuaded they are true, you mull allow 
they are powerful motives No doubt they are likewife 
influenced by the difgracc of furviving him , for they are 
then condemned to a perpetual widowhood, and from 
miftrcfs of the family, degraded to the fiate of a menial 
fervant This affords but an unhappy profpcdl, where" 
as, their burning themfeivcs is thought to refleft great 
honour to the family, and there is no doubt but the 
dying hufband recommends it to her in his loft moments. 
Thus thcir minds raifcd to the utmoft pitch by this 
ftrange commotion of love, grief, and honour, thej go 
through the temble trial wnth amazing fortitude The 
pradbee is far from common, and only complied with 
by thofe of illuftnous families Nor is it on this occafion 
only that the Gentoos meet death with fortitude The 
men are equally ready to refign their lues to prefen'c 
their religious purity , of which we had laft year a re- 
markable inftance in three Bramins, who had their 
daughters forced from them by a Mahometan, bcj’^oiid 
the reach of juftice they complained to the governor of 
the province, but findmg no redrefs, thej all fwadlow'cd 
poifon, and died at the door of his tent. Alfo, when 
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the forces came from Madrafs, by the unexpeflcJ length of 
the palTagc, they ere greatly reduced for pro\ ifions, in- 
fomuch that there was no rice left for the Gentoo feapop*, 
and nothing to ferve out to them but beef and pork , 
but though fome did fubmit to this defilement, yet mmy 
preferred a languifhmg death bj famine to life polluted 
beyond reco\ erj' The Mahometan go\ ernors often take 
advantage of this, when thej i\ant to extort money from 
them , and though the) will bear the fe\ ereft corporal 
pumfhmcnt, rather than difcor er their monej , yet, when 
once their religious purity is threatened, tliey comply, if 
the fum is in their power , if not, and the mm is he- 
lm ed by his tribe, they make a fubfcnption to raife the 
money' Fortitude on thefe occafions is common to all 
of them, even thofc who in other dangers appear of moft 
daftardly fpiritlefs difpofitions Such you fee is the 
force of principle, that it has prcfen'cd its efficaev 
through a fenes of ages And when we confidcr the 
dreadful penalties annexed to any deviations from what 
their religion ordains, w e fliall ccafe to wonder at the 
little change that appears among the Indians, compared 
iv ith tlie carlicfi: accounts we have of them 

There is no forming a general chandler for fo v aft a 
tndl of country, extending from Cape Comorin in the 
latitudes, to Lahore m 30 The whole of it is divided into 
little principalities, many of which being tainted w’lth die 
difiblutc manners of their conquerors, afford a v ariety of 
charadlers, differing according to the climate, the tribes 
and the gov ernment But in juftice to the Gentoo religion 
and cuftoms, I muft fay', that, before the late wars be- 
tween the French and us in the Caruatick country', 
W'hich IS chiefly divided into little Indian Rajahfhips, 
human nature in no part of the w orld afforded a finer 
fcenc of contemplation to a philofophic mind E-'ery 
* Naum difaplined kke Europems 
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thing fcsmcd calculated to promote agriculture 6f,d 
manufaflurcs. 

The fruitfulncfs of thefe hot countries depending en- 
tirely on their being v/ell v/atcred, and the ramy feafon 
being here of very fhort duration, the prcfcrvation of the 
water IS a principal objcift For v hich rcafon the high 
lands arc mounded m by great banks to collcdl the vTatcr 
that falls from the mountains , and thefe refervoirs arc 
kept up by the government for the public benefit} 
every man paying for his portion of a dram The roads 
are planted with rows of large trees, s/hich add to the 
beauty of the country, and afford a picafing and refrefh- 
ing fliadc , and every two or three miles are ftone-build- 
ings called Choultrys, for the convenience of travclbrs, 
\/ho always find Bramms attending to fumilh them v/ith 
water And fo free is the country from robbers, that 
I doubt there having been an mftance of one in the me-t 
mory of man The diamond merchants, who generally 
pafs this country, have fcldom even awcapon of defence, 
owing to that admirable regulation, which obliges the 
Lord of that fpot where the robbery is committed, to 
recover the effeSs, or make good the "v aluc At the ex- 
tremity of every tov/n or village arc large groves of 
trees, where the weavers carry on their tnanufafturcs, 
and, if the foil v/ill admit, there is a handfomc ffone 
refervoir, called a Tank 

In the capital of every confiderablc diflriS is generally 
a large temple or pagoda, fome of them moil ftupen- 
dous buildings, all of Hone, the outfidc from top to 
bottom adorned with little images, reprefenting the hif- 
toncs of their gods, and too often their amours, full as 
bad as any of the ancients Thefe pagodas arc gene- 
rally built by the Rajahs, or rather by fucceflive genera-*- 
tions of them, for fome of them appear to be the work 
of ages They confift of feveraf courts, which contain 
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to the ini'ifion of the Mharattas,thc Pcrfians, indlaaij-, 
of the Afghinii'; 

The moft cxtcnfuc Gentoo government n; that of the 
I'l'Ihantta.c, wlio Inve nou nlmod oiertiirncd the whole 
empire, of \ inch more when I come to fpcak of their 
government and hiHor) I fltalJ ojily obfcnc here, that 
thej Iiavc vafliy deviated from the true Gentoo charaftcr 
The mihtarj fpirit that has prevailed among them for 
the two lafl centuries, has utterly corrupted their man- 
ners , their manufvdlurcs arc totally ncglcflcd , com- 
merce IS baniflicd , and their Rajahs have laid v aflc their 
ov n country by their oppreffion, almoft as much as 
that of their enemies, v hilc the generals of their army 
and their foldierj arc groum immcnfcl) rich bj the plun- 
der of more than half of the Mogul empire There arc a 
number of Rajahfhips intcrfpcrfcd throughout India, 
which by the advantageous fituation of the countrj, 
have either never been fubdued, or arc onlj tnbutary to 
the Mahometans, prcfcrving their own religion and 
lav/s Such IS the Rajahfiiip of Tanjour, the Rajah of 
which tv o years ago rcpulfcd the veterans of France, 
commanded by lieutenant-general Lally 
We read in ancient authors, that the Brachmans, who 
I incline to think were a fet of philofophcrs rather than 
the tribe of Bramins, excelled in adlronomy, and were 
famed all over the v'orld for their learning It is very 
polliblc they had juft pretenfions to that chanScr , but 
m all thefc caftem countries, if any man poircfTes any 
fccret of nature, he onlj confidcrs how he lhall make u(c 
of It to delude the Ignorant multitude, and attrafl: their 
veneration, and therefore the key of the Arcana is 
trufted to very few For example, I was amazed to fee, 
that the Bramins could forctcl an ccliplc , and yet alk 
them the nature of it, and they tell you an abfurd ftoiy 
cf a dragon laying hold of the fun, and they teach the 
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people to run into the mxr and make all the noife they 
can, \',hich the> perfuade them will fnghten the dragon 
awaa This led me to enqui”e into it, and I found that 
thc^ are polTclTed of a lift of eclipfes calculated for fane 
thou find a cars to come Now, whoever made this lift 
muft ccrainl) have known the motions of the heavenly 
bodies, V hcreb) it vv-as occaftoned , but it is the fj-ftem 
of the Bramms, that the vulgar arc to be governed only 
bv takinc a-^vantage of their ignorance Therefore we 
arc not to wender at the cxccfics thej run into in judi- 
cial aftrologv, which thej carrv indeed to the higheft 
degree o'" follj Their almanac, compofed by the Bra- 
mins, has rot onh a planet or genius that prcfidcs over 
even dav, but over ever) hour, cveiy minute, and every 
aflion , nor do they enter on anj new undertakmg, 
without confulting it, and it requires a concurrence of 
fo-tunatc circumftanccs to form a luck} minute Some 
davs arc fit for going to die north, others to the fouth ; 
fomed-vs arc fo entire!} taken up by ev il fpints, that 
thc} abftain from all manner of bufinefs , and a clap of 
thunder at oacc breaks their rcfolutions, let the almanac 
fav V hat it will So that between thc Mahometan and 
Gentoo aftrologers together, one half of the }car is tai,cn 
up in urluckv dav^ Thc bead aftrologcr is ever prefent 
at all their councils , no new enterpnze is begun with- 
out his bc’ng firft conlultcd , and his veto is as eiiciftual 
as that of a tnhunc in thc Roman fenatc , the ft-efs thev 
lav on (his rcallv makes it of great confcqucncc, and thc 
gcnvrl who ftiould march an armv againft the opinion 
of me aftro’pgc', would be a much condemned, as thc 
Reman general who fought, though thc chicken vrould 
ot feed 

ftcr hav mg faid fo much on thc cuftoms and religion 
of tnc G^ntoos, I tbm^ I : — iv venture to on ■’he 
Vibc’c, that thc Gertcos uninilucaced b} thc Ivlaho- 

metans. 
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mctans, arc a meek, fupcrftitious charitable people, a 
charaftcr formed by their temperance, cuftoms, and re- 
ligion They arc almoft ftrangers to many of thofc paf- 
fions that form the pleafurc and pain of our lives Love, 
at lead all the violent tumults of it, is unknown to the 
Gentoos, by their marrying fo young, and by the little 
inlcrcourfc they have with other women, ambition, is 
clTcflually rcftraincd by their religion, which has, by 
infurmountable barriers, confined every individual to a 
limited fphcrc , and all thofc follies, arifing from de- 
bauchery, arc completely curbed by their abftaining from 
all into'^icating liquors But from hence alfo, they arc 
ftrangers to that vigor of mind, and all the virtues 
grafted on thofc paffions which animate our more aSivc 
fpints They prefer a lazy apathy, and frequently 
quote this faying from fomc favourite book “ It is 
better to fit than to walk, to lie down than to fit, 
“ to fleep than to wake, and death is beft of all ” 
Their temperance, and the enervating heat of the cli- 
mate, ftarv'cs all the natural pafiions, and leaves them 
only avarice, which preys moft on the narroweft minds 
This bias to avarice is alfo prompted by the oppreflion 
of the government, for power is ever jealous of the in- 
ftucncc of riches The Rajahs never let their fubjcifts 
nfe above mcdiocnty , and the Mahometan governors 
look on the growing riches of a fubjcdl as a boy docs on 
a bird’s neft , he eyes their progrefs with impatience, 
then comes with a fpoiler’s hand, and raviflies the fruit 
of their labour To counter-aft this, the Gentoos bury 
their money under ground, often with fuch fecre/y as 
not to truft even their own children with the know- 
ledge of it, and It IS amazing w'hat they will fuffer 
rather than betray it When their tyrants have tned all 
manner of corporal pumflimcnts on them, they threaten 
to defile them , but even that often fails ^ for refent- 
I ment 
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hicnt prevailing over the love of life, the) frequently 
rip up their bowels, or poifon thcmfclvcs, and carry the 
fecret to the grave , and the fums loft in this manner, m 
fome mcafure account i\h) the filvcr in India does not 
appear to increafc, though there are fuch quantities con- 
tinually coming into it, and none going out of it 

The Gentoos of the lower pro\inccs are a flight made 
people Rice is their chief food It fcems to afford 
but poor nouriflimcnt , for ftrong robuft men are feldom 
feen among them Though the people in general arc 
healthy, } ct they rarely attain to any great age, v hich 
IS in fome mcafure made up to tlicm by an early ma- 
tunty They are married m their infanc) , and con- 
fummatcat fourteen on the male fide, and ten or cleien 
on the female and it is common to fee a uoman of 
twehc with a child in her arms Though a barren 
woman is rare among them, }ct they bear but few 
children , for at eighteen their beauty is on die decline, 
and at nventy-fivc they arc ftrongly marhed with age 
The men indeed wear fomething better, though theyr 
alfo are on the decline after thirty Thus the fprmg 
of life IS but of fhort duration, and the organs decay 
before the faculties of the mind can attain to any perfec- 
tion Is nature then deficient ? Surely not We 
alway’s fee the organs of the body fuited to the cli- 
mate , nor do I know a ftronger or more active race of 
people than the Mollay^s, who Inc nioftly within fix de- 
grees of the equinoiSlial We muft rather look for it 
in that early indulgence in rcncrcal plcafures, their cx-* 
ceffn e abftcmioufnefs, their fedentary rvay of life, and, 
in Bengal and the conquered provinces, m the dcjcdled ftate 
of their minds, oppreffed with the ty ranny of thtir con- 
querors No wonder then, that with fuch cuftoms, 
fuch bodies, and fuch minds, they fall an caf\ prey to 
ctery imadcr 
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or THE ’lOORE 

The word Moors is ufed bj us to c' prefs the Melio-' 
metans of all feels and countries svho arc fettled in Indn 
Tt IS indeed necefTar)’ to hi\e fomc general v ord , for 
t\hcthcr P}’tnn, Fc'ftan, or Tartar by birth, it matters 
not, the enenatmg foftnefs of the climate, foon forms 
but one common charuSlcr of them, the didinguilbing 
tjualitics of which arc perfidy and fenfualit} But it 
will be, nc\ crthclcfs, ncccflaiy to trace their progrofs to 
that charaRcr, and to diftinguifh the tanous nations 
the) come from, before the)' arc melted down into the 
common mafs 

The Moors of India hate the follovnns onmns 

The Arabs, who came from the Perfian gulpb, fet- 
tled at Maffuhpatam , from thence made conquefts of 
the open countiy up to Dchli, to winch thej gate a 
race of kings, who w'crc expelled b) Tamerlane and 
Ins fuccefibrs, but they appear to hate founded tarious 
colonics in different parts, who ftiii fubfifl, and arc 
called Pyttns 

The Afghans, who came from Candahar and the 
mountains that duidc Perfia from Hindollan, ire alfo 
ca'Ied Pj-tans , but whence the word is dented, or v hy 
the appellation fhoald be common to both of them, I 
will not pretend to afccrta.n The Tartars, or the 
Itlungul Tartars, \ ho came in from Bochara and Sc^ 
marcand wnth Tamerlane, are commonly called Mo- 
guls The fame name is alfo gitcn to the Oufiicg, Cal- 
muc, and other tnbes of Tartars, a ho arc continually 
■coming in, as a land of adtenturers, as Srcll asthePer- 
fians, wno, fince the dcftru£*^ion of their at n empirey 
feck a refuge at the courts of the Mogul and the 
Nabobs of the protinccs Thefe, with the Hates 
that have brought up to their ottn religion, compofc 
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-tlic 'whole body of Mahomctuis, whom we bUnd 
to'^cthcr, under the general dcnomimtioii ot Moors; 
and who, thougli not in number the hundredth part 
of the natiwcs, )Ct, bj the ditifton of the Gentooc, 
keep nlmoft the whole in fubjc£lion Ot thefe, the 
Moguls are in pofTcihon of the tlironc of Dehli, •’iiJ 
mod of the principal goternniLiits and cmpIo\anems de- 
pendent thereon 

If we would come at tt'eir true clrndlcr, we mud 
look for It in th''ir education T ill the age of h\e or 
fiv, the bo\s of rank and lamile "re left cntirelj to the 
eunuchs and women , and from the fondnef: and tender- 
nefs of their nanagement, the; firfl acquire a t'-l c"cv 
of condituticn, a timidit;, aid "n ca'l} tendenej to 
the pleafures of the firaglio The; "re then p'ouded 
with tt tor', to teach them the Ptifian and \"abichn- 
guages , and, at this ca-lj ag; t’ c\ arc br"iighl iPiO 
compan), a. here the; arc taught to b.lasc wi'h great 
grant) and circumfpc£lion to cuib tier) mo inn ot im- 
patience, learn all the punifldious ccrcmo''ies of the 
cafiern courts, to fa\ their pra)cr^ in public, and nerj 
exterior of dctotion, and it is adondhing to Achow 
ascii a bo; of eight or nine )cars old ; all acquit liimfclf 
in compan) Thc) arc alfo t"ught to nJc, and the ufe 
of arms, and arc furniflitd witli tlicir diicid and Lhre, 
and a little dagger at their ; aid, sshich is called a cut- 
tarr), thc pnncipal ufe of sshicli, is to fiaS oi occ-- 
fion When thc hours of fchool and compan; •>re pad, 
the) return to thc feragho, and thc parenrs neic' fciiiplc 
to admit them to all tlicir pL^s and dner/ien', a which 
arc exhibited reprcfcntations of esen thing tint i b^alily 
and Unnatural, not in a manner to excite horror, but 
mere]; to adord dncrfion Nothing c;cr fliocked me 
more than to fee the infenfibilit) of thc paten s in c\- 
pofing fuch fcencs to thc tenuer minds ot their e.uldrcn 
^ ^ Ebp 
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The fla\c5 and women of the feraglio wait witli impa-' 
ticncc the firft appearance of dcfire to debauch them, 
Unknown to the parents, and this manner of education 
continues till thirteen or fourteen, when they confum^ 
mate their marriages, \/htch are made by their parents 
in their infancy, and a feparate houfliold is formed for 
them They arc then forbid their father's feraglio, are 
permitted to fee none but their mothers, nor has the fa^ 
ther even the permiflion to fee his dauglitcr-in-law , and 
from that time, that diflimulation, which they learnt 
from the father’s Icffons and examples, is pradlifcd be- 
tween father and fon, and too often ajcaloufy anfes be- 
tween them, which their hiftory fhews frequently ends 
in blood This is the general education of all the great, 
and there are few exceptions , the poor and middling 
fort arc only curbed by the fhortnefs of their finances , 
for as foon as they acquire money, they tread m the flaps 
of their fupenors Here, then, you fee the feeds of 
that perfidy and fcnfuality, which arc the diftinguifliing 
qualities of an Indian Moor, qualities, that would 
long fmee hate dcflroycd the whole race of them, 
bad they not been continually fupplied with new re- 
cruits from their onginal country 

The Pytans, as I faid before, arc fettled in numerous 
colonics in the interior of India, and chiefly m the bar- 
ren and mountainous parts, and appear to be the de- 
fceiidants of thofe Arabs, who came in from the gulph 
ofPerfia, whofc power was broke by Tamerlane and 
his fucceflbrs , but fuch, who had got pofTcfSon of any 
country difficult of accefs, maintained themfelves there, 
and their defeendants arc the beft foldicrs of the empire^ 
but arc detefted by the Moguls, who look on them to 
exceed themfelves in perfidioufnefs and cruelty They 
make a trade of hinng themfelves out, and if they have 
an opportunity, make po fcruple of dethroning the 
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pm\cr which hirc<! tlicm As to tlic Afi,Inn P\tTns, 
the) fcIJoTi continue here, thej onl) nnhe incurfions 
for plunJcr, nnJ return with their boott 1 he Oiifbec, 
Calinuc':, and tlic \ arious trihes of 1 artiri, who come 
to fettle here, wlicn thev firft nrrnc, arc a bold, inrd), 
niartnl people I heir rufticitj, and the barbari y of 
their manner^, arc grcatlj derided bj the old flanders 
1 hej gcncrallv bring a pood horL with them, ai d arc 
Rt to be talcn into f.r\ice, for thej arc rcc''oncd 
more faithful than othci Mahometans Thej begin as 
a ^implc catalur, and '<re perferred bj degrees, till feme 
of them CO nc to great commands At firll thc\ ab- 
hor the fenfualitt and cTcminacv of their riallcn. , but 
b^ degrees their native manners wear off, thej adopt the 
luvurj thev defpifed, thej mara the women of the 
countrj, and their clii'drcn or at the iitmofl their grand- 
children, have noihmg remai m g of tiier Tartar ori- 
gin, like our Enghfh hounds, when feiit abroad, the 
firft b-ecd of whieh retains fone litJe ol the qualities 
of a nound, oat the next 're no better than curs 

The Pcrfians arc but a fmall number, and on account 
of the f imcfs ot their comiilexiDn, and their politcnels, 
arc favourablj received at court, the great men being de- 
firous cf marrjing them to their daughters, tint they may 
Iccp up the complexion of thi.ir familv , for degenerate 
as the Aloors arc, thev arc proud of their origin, and as 
the Mungul Taitar' are a finr comple^ioncd people, a 
raan takes his rank in feme meifurc from Ins colour As 
to the Haves bred up to the Adahomc "n rcli:^icn, thej are 
much fiicn •’ race as the converts the Portuiruefc make to 

O 

their religion , they are dcfcitute oi ail the commendable 
qualities of the Gentoos, and acquire only the bad ones 
of the Mahometans I am feiifibk I have aiiogcther gi- 
ven the Moors a deleft ible charietir, and I am forrv to 
faj i( IS fo iiuiierrillj true, that I never knew above two 
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cr three exceptions, and thofc w ere, among the Tartar 
and Pcrfian officers of the army, \vhofc native manner^ 
were not yet utterly corrupted 

Hofpitahty IS, I think, t:hc only virtue they can pre- 
tend to It feems to be a refuge from the oppreffion of 
the government, and many of them fcruple a breach of 
faith with any man they have entertained under their roof 
By this you would think fnendfliip was a facred bond 
among them, True,* it is e^'cr m their mouths, but 
rarely in their hearts, and it is a word fcldom ufed but to 
deceive Their fricndfhip like their devotion is all often- 
tation, they will drink a dram in the intcn'als between 
each prayer, though all fpintuous liquors are forbid by 
their laws, and they will ftab tshile they embrace you 5 
forv'hich reafon the great men neycr embrace but on the 
left, that the perfon they embrace may not come at their 
dagger M ith their right hand The Mahometans in other 
parts of the world are cnthufialls to their religion, but 
here the fc£ls of Ofman and Ah never difagree about 
who was the lawful fucceflbr to the caliphat, if they 
agree about the fucceffion to the government they live 
under There are hut few mofqucs, ftill fewer pnefts, 
and the great men, though, by habit, vaftly puneSuaj 
jn their pnyatc devotions, rarely go to the public 
jnofques 

The Moors may be divided into tv/o charafters , thole 
who afpirc at power, and thofc who are in polTeffion of it, 
The former are brave, active, vigilant and enterpnzing, 
fometimes faithful to the party they engage with, but 
pnee in pofleffion of power, they feem to have fought it 
only to abufe it, by making it fubfervicnt to their fen- 
fuality The charms of the feraglio at once difarm them, 
they abandon themfelvcs to their pleafures, and feem tp 
be fattening themfelves up fora facnfice to fomconcthnf 
ppITejlcs thofc (qualities thcmfcjves have loft, 
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each particular province Thus the Mahometan lavrs 
ne\cr extended further than the capital cities, and even 
there the old cuHotns ■nerc flill regarded This is one 
happ} effect of the tcnacioufncfs of the Gentoos to their 
o'v.n religion, for had they turned hlahomctans, they 
tsmuld indeed ha\e been the moft abjeS and wretched 
of the human fpccies 

I am amazed to fee, that all the writers ha\ c afferted, 
that there are no laws m this countrj , that the land is 
not hereditary, and that the emperor is umverfal heir 
I am read) to allow, there arc no written inllitutcs, no 
afls of parliament, and that there is no power to controul 
the emperor, but I muft aflert, that thej proceed in their 
courts of juflicc b) cftablifhcd precedents, that the Iine-’l 
fucceflion, where there a'c children, is as indcfcafiblc here 
as in any country that has no check on the fupremc 
po’ er, and that the emp-ror is heir to none but his own 
o'Hccrs Although the Tartars, from their roving life in 
their ov n a ild countr) where they liac in tent', require 
few law s, and qo fettled police, yet they could diRinguifh 
the ufc of them in the countnes they conquered, and 
accordingly, both in China and India, they made ro 
innovation, fo that the old Gentoo laws ftill prevail. 
The moft immutable of theft, is the hereditary nght to all 
lands, which even extends to the tenants The lord of 
the manor has an uncontefted right, as long as he pays 
the ufual tax to the government, fo alfo the tenant under 
him cannot be reirovcd hilc he pays his lord the ufual 
rate, and the fum at which each acre is valued, as alfo 
the t-rcs to tha go c-nnent arc wrote and prcicrvcd m 
the county book', ■’nd can nmer be exceeded 1 hefe 
laws V ere V ifciv irftitu'cd, as barriers againft oppwfTo i, 
and w re general, except for the demefnes of the cm vn, 
which on the cxpulfion of the great R-yjahs fanilir', fell 
to the Ta'tar cc-'quero', and fo' tlic Jaghirc lands, 
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vrhich arc lands bellowed by the crown out of its dcmefnes 
to the Omrahs, for the fupport of their forces, which, on 
the death of the pofTefTor, revert to the crown , but c\ cn 
this regards only the lordfhip of the lands , for under thefe 
the right of the tenants is indefcafible 

Thefe laws continued in full force, till theinvafion of 
Nadir Shah, and till that time there was fcarce abetter 
adminiftered government in the world The manufadlures, 
commerce, and agriculture flounlhed exceedingly, and 
none felt the hand of oppreffion, but thofe who were dan- 
gerous by their wealth or power but when the goaernors 
of the provinces found the w'caknefs of the Mogul, and 
each fet up for foaercign in his own proamce, although 
they would not break through thefe immutable laws, they 
iiu ented new taxes under new names, W’hich doubled or 
trebled the original ones, and w hlch thcland-holder was ob- 
liged to lea"} on his tenants The old ftock of wealth for 
fame time fupported this , but v hen that failed, and the te- 
nants were ftill prelTed for mo'^, they borrow ed of ufurers 
at an exorbitant interel'- , and the got ernment Hill continu- 
ing thefe demands, the lords of the land were obliged to do 
the fame, but as all this while the value of the lands did 
not mereafe, the confequence w'as, that, at laR, unable 
to pa) the intered the mortgages, the rents w ere feized 
b) rapaciOus ufurers The government finding the ret c- 
nues fall fbortcr ctcry )car, at laft fent colledlors and 
farmers of the retenues into the provinces Thus the 
lord of the land was divefted of the power over his coun- 
tn , and the tenants expofed to nicrcilefs plunderers , till 
the farmer and manafadlurcr finding the more they la- 
boured, the more- they paid, tlie manufaulurer woJd 
W'ork no more, tlic farmer cultwatc no more, than was 
neceflarv tor the bare fubfiflcnce of his family Thus 
fhis once flounfhmg and plentiful countr)'-, has in the 
courfe of a few years, been reduced to fuch mifer)'-, that 
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many thoufands arc continually pcrifliing through want. 
The crown lands are ftill worfc off, let out to the highcff 
bidder, the farmer o'" them looks no farther than to 
make the moft of his fliort time, and the Jaghire lands 
alone remain unplundcrcd Hence that equal diffnbution 
wealth, that makes the happincfs of a people, and 
fpreads a face of chearfulncf. and plentj through all ranks, 
has no\/ ceafed , and the riches of the country' are fettled 
partly in the hands of a few iifiircrs, and greedy cour- 
tiers, and the reft is earned out of the countr 3 , bj the 
foreign troops taken into pay to maintain the governors 
m their ufurpation This iinhappj dccaj tlic India com- 
pany liaac already experienced, in the decline of their 
trade, and rife of the price of their manufactures, and 
will, I fear, expcnencc more and more annually 

1 would always have you carry in jour mind, 
that thefe grievances have arifen only fmcc the inNafion 
<?f Nadir Shah, from the difproportionatc number of for- 
ces kept up by the rcsoltcd governors, whofc ncccflitics 
have ltd them into thefe oppreffne mcafurcs, and not 
from the nature of the government for, till w/thm 
thefe very few years, merchants were no v.hcre better 
protected, nor more at their cafe, than under this 
government, nor is there a part of (hcvvorld, where ''rts 
-and agnculture have been more cultivated, of which the 
vaft plenty and variety of manufacloncs, and rich mer- 
chants, were proofs (ufScicnt 

Unhappily for the Gentoos, thcmfelvcs arc made the 
miniftcrs of opprellion over each other, the Moormen, 
Inughty, lazv , and voluptuous, make tlicm, of whom 
they have nojcalouf. , the miniftcrs of their cpprcliion. 

V hich further anfwers the end of doiding them, and 
prevents their uniting to fling off the yolc, and by tb= 
flrangc intoxication of power, they arc found ftill more 
cruel and rapacious foreign mafters, aqd what 



LETTER I 


27 

IS more cxtnortiinarY, the Bramins ftill exceed the reft 
jn e\cry abufe of power, and feem to think, if they 
bribe God by beftowmg a part of their plunder on cow s 
and Faquirs, their iniquities will be pardoned Yet 
at the fame time, thcv ferve their tyrants wnth fear and 
trembling There is no further conncdbon bctw een them 
than the ufc they are of 10 each other. The Gentoo, 
cool, deliberate, and indefatigable in application, is urged 
on bv the profpeift of cnncliing himfelf, while hismafter 
finds means and leifure to give himfelf up to the de- 
lights of his fenglio . But as his profufenefs is ftill more 
than his mmifter can fupply, in his firft exigence he feizcs 
on him, and puts him to the torture to difcover his fecret 
hoard If the fum he gets by this means anfwcrs his 
expcflation, he reinftatcs him in his former authoritj' , 
if not, he cuts off his head and puts another of the 
fame ftamp in Ins room Thus all moncj aftairs are m 
the hands of the Gentoos Not only thofe of the go- 
vernment, but eier}' Moorman of rank and ever}' mer- 
chant has his Gentoo agent, who keeps his accounts, 
and IS the petty tyrant o\ cr his ty'rant’s flaves Thus 
fnuch for the management of the feienues 

"With refpedl to the exccutw e part depending on pow er, 
the go\ cnimcnt of the Moors borders fo near on anarchy, 
sou would wonder howr it keeps together Here eiery 
man naintains ns many nrmed men as the ftate of his 
finances w ill admit, and the degme of fubnnflion is pro- 
portioned to the means of rcfiftancc, and the grand m}- 
jftery of their politics is to foment this difiinion When- 
pier an} fubjedi: becomes formidable cither b\'his wealth 
pr pow cr, tLc\ prefer the filent execution of aflafltnation 
to that of public juftice, left n criminal, publicly arraigned, 
fliould pro\ e as a ftai dard for the feditious to repair to 
Lo}alt} and patriotifm, thofe virtuous incentives to 
great and nojilc adlions, are here unknov n, and when 
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they ceafe to fear, they ceafc to obey , but to keep their 
fears and miftrufts in perpetual agitation, \vhoIe legions 
of fpies are entertained by the government, thefe are 
difperfed all over the country, and infinuating themfelves 
into the families of the great, if they engage in any plot, 
are fure to betray them, but oftner give falfc information 
againft the innocent for the fake of re^vard The per- 
fon informed againft, ignorant whence the information 
comes, in felf-prefervation informs againft his neareft 
friends Thus mutual good faith, the bond of fociety, 
is broke, and treachery and fufpicion embitter every hour 
of their lives , but ftill fuch meafurcs anfwer the end of 
the government, as far as the infpeclion of the fupreme 
power extends , but in all thefe great unwieldy empires, 
they have no check on the diftant provinces} and a go- 
vernor has no fooner taken the oath of allegiance, than 
he plots how to break it with fecurity In vain are all 
precautions, where there is no check but fear, whatever 
calls the Emperor from the centre of his domm ons, af-» 
fords the opportunity of a revolt , and this is the fource 
of all their revolutions Money is here, if I ma) fo ex- 
prefs myfclf, the plTcnce of power , for the foldiers know 
no other attachment than their pay, and the ncheft party 
foon becomes the ftrongeft. 

Another pnncipal caufc of the frequent revolutions in 
this country is, their flrange error in the government of 
their armies One would expedi to fee good fenfe in their 
military cftabliQiment at leaft Their whole force is di- 
vided into great commands, and the pay is iftued from the 
treafury to the refpeflive generals Hence the foldiers re- 
gard only the man from whom they receive tneir pay, and 
are mtirely at his devotion, except indeed the Emperor’s 
or Subah’s body-guard which he pays himfelf, and ho 
only endeavours to keep a kind of balance of power among 
thofe great officers , he docs not ftudy to attach the whole 
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to Eimfclf, onl) a mijontj, the reft he awes with his 
pow-cr, and makes them fight from fear, and, what is 
more ta'raordman , he keeps his troops grcatlj in arrear, 
from a miftakcn notion, that thej will be true to him, 
from the fuir cf lofmg their pa) 1 he confcqucncc is, 
that if the invader o4crs fair, he wins over the general 
oftveers to him, and a revolution is at once cfFc£led, or 
clfc the) refufe to take the field, till their arrears arc paid, 
and perhaps the treafur) is too low to fatisfv them, and 
h) this dch), the cneiii) ha c ^mc to gather flrcngth , 
and finall), when the dav of a£lion comes, thc) draw 
their fvvo’"ds but faintl), having no great motive to la- 
fpirc them vvi h courage, while thc invaders arc pufhed 
on b) thc hope of reward and plunder On thc other 
fide again, when thc Emperors or Subahs have fecured a 
majority of their general officers, and defire to difmif'" a 
part of their force, thej abfolulely refufe thc paj that is 
juftly due to them, and make them and their foldicrs quit 
thc country, or perhaps follow them witli a bod) of troops, 
and cut them in pieces 

I now flatter m)felf, to have ctplaincd to )ou tic 
fourecs of the frequent revolutions among thefo people 
An Enghfliman cannot but v ondcr to fee hov/ little thc 
fubjcdls m general arc afTcflcd b\ an) revolution in thc 
government It is not felt bc)ond thc fmall circle of the 
court To thc reft it is a matter of thc utmoft indifFc- 
rcncc, V hether their t)rant is a Perfian or a Tartar, for 
they feel all thc curils of pov' cr w ithout any of the 
benefit, but that of being exempt from anarch), which 
IS alone tile only ftate vvorfc than that they endure. 

I am, etc 
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Sir, 

In the account I propofi, to c yc^ of thefe co jntr«< 
I fhall confine myfell -o fuch perticulars onlv es arc ne- 
celTaiy to gi\x you a dear idea of the irate of Bengal, 
pnor to the fatal cataitrephe which Happened to all the 
company’s fettlcments there 

The lait conquerors of Inaia were the Tar'ars under 
the conduS of Timur Beg, a hercc and warlihc people, 
who, m the fame centurj', over-ran China and Perila, 
but their poftenty degenerated into a tveah, cftcminate 
race, incapable of mantammg the corqueits acquired by 
the brat erj of their anceftors , fo that m China, they were 
foon expelled bj the natii'ej, nil frih imipuons of their 
tmeorrupted countrymen again fuhducd them The fame 
m Perfia, where the race of Tamerlane gmerned Tsnth 
greatglory for fome few reigns, Ml, cnerrated by the con- 
tagious foftnefs of the people they fahdeed, they were 
unable to reSll the mvaiion of a handful of mounminccrs, 
r ho lately put an end to their race, m the death of Shah 
Hoflein In India -their degeneracy has been ilill more 
flagrant Who can trace the mama] hard) Tartar iri 
theweak degenerate poPenti of Tamerlane, ifom Auren- 
gczebe to Mahomed Shah ? As well might ■no feek for 
Roman virtue in Caracalla, Hcliogabalus, end thofe monf- 
ters who reigned m the decline of the Roman emnirc 
"^fTien Nadir Shah invaded them, thev v ere indeed ppe 
for deifcruftion^ and he w’fH v judged he could not leat c 
the goiemmcnt m weaker hands than thofe he found it 
in . He knew well, a monarch like hlahomed Shall, loft 
to all fe-fe of glorv, and immerfed m the Circaian plea- 
furcs of a feraglio, was not to be anitra'cd by fo noble a 
motne as a juft revenge His ludgment proved too true, 

s ftupd 
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a fliipiJ linguor fuccci-dcd tha*' terrible fioim , all looWi 
cii till, (.mpirc as a flup in difirtfs , and, infli:aa of vi^o- 
xoufls exerting tlicmfclvcs to five her, they kft Jitr to be 
da/lieal to pieces , ci crj one ftroec to fcizc a portion ot" 
the waccL The governors of the provinces immcdia'cly 
threu off dieir dtpcndtiicc, or at lead Upt up biita moth 
ihew of it, rclv-iaing to thcn'eUcs the revenues of tl'c 
provinces, to flrengtlKn them in their ufurpi,ion The 
Rajahs too, who molllv poJlvfs the v oody nioLiitai lous 
countries, fscurc in their fituationjoncc more tlireav of* a 
vo'ethev had alvvajs borne v/i'h impaticrcc, aid ilus 
was the inightj empire rent in pieces h\ tlie IVrfan in- 
vaficn, Jiotlimg rcmai iiiig to the emperor but tiic pro- 
vinces from Lchli to Lahore 

I fhall go no fartlicr b-'ck than tiic jear 1755, wbciv 
Bengal was governed h) Soujah Caiin , who, for li’s 
ruid fidclit, to the crov n, liad Iwcii rcwvdcvl v itli tlie 
invcfliturcof this government in his ov n familj , and 1 is 
authoritv then c' tended over the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Onfia , the tv o lufl: lie governed bv his depu- 
ties, and 1 cpt his court at htu^adavad in tjic center of 
the province of Bcng-’l 

Sorac time before his acceffioa, two Moguls, brothers, 
named Hadjee Hamer and AlUvherdc Caun, came to 
Bengal pov’crfulJ) recommended by foaic of the prin- 
cipal Omralis at court, and were received into bis (tr- 
Vicc, the former as an officer of the foot foldiers^ who 
nnmediatcl) attended his own perfon, the oLcr ns liia 
Hoo! ah, or p pc-bearer Kadjec Plaroet had in ins 
joungerdav's been at Murca, v.hich is implied by tlic 
title of Hadjee, given to all tbofc who have made that 
pilgrimage This alone is a great recommendation in a 
countrv (o diflant from 3 place, v ffiich by the Koi-zii 
all MulTuInien ought to vifit once in their lues, and a 
reputation for frndlit) is the bcR difguife for an ambi- 
tious 



LITTER II 


2 ^ 

tious rmn, ^lnong a people fo full of cnthu/lafm Ashr^ 
all the followers of Mahomet It gave him an cafy in*- 
(roduflion to the great, which he V’ell knew hov to 
improve he fobn difeovered his mailer’s ruling pa/Iion 
fo be an unbridled luft after women To this he made 
his court, and faw himfclf in the road to greatnefs , but 
avas confcious of a watal nefs avhich might pro\c an in- 
vincible obflaclc to hi 3 purfuits, the want of that 
martial courage fo indifpcnfibly nccclTary in a country 
v/herc no one is cAccmcd but bj his merit as a foldicr. 
That, he knew his brother pofTcnid in an eminent de- 
gree He therefore determined to labour for his advance*- 
ment, rcfigning to him the glory of command, and con- 
tenting himfclf with indulging an ardent thirft after 
nehes Fame and dominion were the darlings of his 
brother’s mor6 exalted foul Thus, ncccfTary to each 
other, they united thofe qualities \/hich might have 
commanded fuccefs in a much greater cntcrpnzc< 
Hadjee well knew, that where the objefl of our purfuit 
is itfcif criminal, crimes arc the Aeps by which we 
muft afeend, no retreat, no liAcning to the voice of 
nature, the pa/Tions themfclvcs muft be fubfcrvient, 
and confcicncc hufhed Thus rcfolvcd, he is faid to have 
made a facrificc of his own daughter to the luft of his 
maftcr. Admitted a favourite, he lifted his brother from 
one ftep to another, till, m the year 1729, he obtained 
for him the Nabobftitp of Patna, where Allyvhcrde 
Caun foon made himfclf verv powerful , for, partly by 
policy in fctting the Rajahs of that warlike province at 
variance with each other, and partly by the fuccefs 
of his arms, he brought them to an entire fubmilEon, 
making them pay their tributes, and yet attaching them 
to his fcrvice In the mean time Iladjce, as pnme 
minifter, had acquired great nehes, both for himfelf 
and his maftcr , but not chufing to depend entirely on 

the 
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ihc Frownis or fmilcs of another, and perhaps fufpc£Iing 
rcalouf) miclitbc ftruggling with affuflion in his niaficr’s 
bofom, he c\ cd Patna as a fccurc retreat , and b> bribes 
among the great men atDchli,he pnMtds, in 1736, ob- 
tained a Phirmaund, or roeal grant, tor his brodicr to 
hold the go\ernmcnt of Bahar, indepenJent of Bengal 
This could not be fo fecreth tranfafleJ, but enough 
Iranfpircd to c\citc thcjealouf^ of the Soubah, who was 
probablj meditating retenge, when, in 1739, death fur- 
prized him His onl) fon Siiffraz C^un iuccccdcd him 
111 his goiemment, as as til as m his deOgns againft 
the broJiers , but when the means were conhdered, he 
faw the artful fabric thc\ had railed haa tco firm a balls 
for him to lhakc. Hadjcc wns 111 his hands , but he 
could not look on his brnthcr s power w ithout tremb- 
ling Awed b\ that, he determined to wait a more pro- 
per ftafon, and Alhahe-uc, chccicd bj his brothers be- 
ing in the Soubah’s power, durlf not attempt ana thing 
againft him, fo both determined to diflemblc All}- 
aherde hllcd his kitcra with protcllations of loaaltj and 
fubmifllon, as the Soubah did his a ith afuranccs of 
the confidence he had in him As the courtiers and fol- 
dicrs aacre mofilj enemies to the brothers, it is po/Tiblc 
the Soubah might m time haae exccunid his purpofe j 
but, indulging himfclf 11 CvCcTiac dcb-’uchcnj even to 
that degree as to diforder his faculties, he foon rendered 
himfclf odious to his people, and loft the afiedions of 
thofe a\ho might ha\e fuppo-ted him But nothing 
hurt him fo much as a difgracc he put on Jagutfeat, 
the greateft banker, and perhaps the ncheft fubjcdl m 
the world Hearing that his fon Seat hlartabrur was 
marned toaaoungladj of exquifite beautr, he infifted 
on a fight of her, all the father’s rcmonftranccs were in 
a-am , he perfifted, and even fent people to force her 
from his houfi. , faw her, •’nd fent her back, poftiblv un- 
injured , 
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iirfl: ^\ntihg to the Soubih, “That he vr^s opprefTed 
“ -with gnef to find he had fo many enemies at court, 
“ %\ho, b} their hiifrcprcfcntatKins, had perfuaded 
him to difgrace his brother, that he was coming 
to fling himfclF at his feet, and pro^e himfclf his 
lojnl fenamt ” The Soubah, rouzed from his dc- 
lufue flumber, would ha\c tal.cn vigorous menfures; 
but the fame traitors afiured him, “ He had nothing 
“ fo apprehend from Alip'herde Caun, who had 
“ onl) a fe\' troops avith him, that if he would gnt 
“ them lca\c to alTure Allp horde in his name, that 
he would refiotc his brother to fav our, and that he 
aaais con\inccd of his fidclitv, that All)'vhcrdc 
would march no fartlicr ” The Soubah a\ais again 
■dcccncd, and All} a horde, ha this delay ot a fcaa da}s, 
had time to gam the paflls avhich diaidc Bengal ironi 
Baharj aahcrc a feav men might haac checked his 
progrefs The Soubah upbraided his counfellors aa*th 
their trcacher}’, aaho pleaded, that thcmfclacs aacre 
dccciacd, and he aaas noaa’ to put his life and goaern- 
ment to the hazard of a battle Their forces aaerc 
■nearly equal, each arm) confifiing of about thirty 
thoufand men But it was but the lafl day of his Iifc 
that he aaas to experience hoaa feav aacre faithful to him 
His chief reliance aaas on his artillcra , little fufpeding 
his mafler of the ordnance, aaho, after a few difchar- 
ges aaathout fhot, avent oaer to the enemy, and aaas 
fblloaaed by many otliers Of all his commanders, 
Muflet Ccolea Caun, Gofe Caun, and Bouncer Ally 
Caun, alone remained faithful to him The taao lat- 
ter aacre killed Muflet Cooley fought his fafet) in 
flight, and aaould haae perfuaded the Soubali to do 
the fame, and his elcphant-dna cr undertock to carry 
him fafe to the cit) , hut he cried, “ He fcorned 
“ to giac \\~i} to the rcbclsj” and rufhed aaith his 
C z sruards 
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gu2rt2s into the thiclcft of the cnem}, \ here, bj hii 
great effo-ts, he hept tnc c\cnt for feme time du- 
bious, till o\crpo\vcrcd by numbers, he jiclded to the 
fupenor fortune of his rival MufTct Cooley Caun 
fled for Cuttack, of t hichhcwas goicrnor, vhileAl- 
]) a herde, joined by Sufiraz Caun’s anti} , entered Muxi- 
adavad March 30, 1742* tuid foon fhewed he vanted 
onl) a jufl title to male him Morthy of this high 
fliUon Contraiy to the general pradlicc, he fhed 
no blood after the aflion, contenting himfclf with put- 
ting SufTraz Caun’s children under gentle confinement 
His firfi: aJl tvas, to fend for Hadjee, nhom he 
had left at Patna, that he might ha\c the affiftance 
of his fupenor judgment m maintaining what his own 
bravery, directed by his brother’s counfel', had ac- 
quired , and haling rewarded his party inth the polls 
lately filled by his adicrfanes, dillnbutcd part of his 
treafure among them, and rcceiicd the fubmilHon of 
the Rajahs and all the gnat men, he took the field, 
•with a fclcdt body of Pattans added to his forces, 
■under the command of Muflapha Caun, a general of 
diftmguifhcd ment then appointing his brother go- 
icmor in his abfence, he began his march agamll 
MufTct Cooley Caun, who was in Cuttack with the 
remains of Suffraz Caun’s party . After a fhort and un- 
iucccfsful rcfiftance he fled with all his followers to 
Dccan, and never more diflurbed the Soubah 

He had but a fhort time to indulge himfclf in the 
pleafing thoughts of being in quiet poflcflion of the 
three provinces, t hen he v'as fuddenlj alarmed with 
an mvafion of eighty thoufand Mharattas, s ho, entering 
oter the Bcrbohim hilh, made it doubtful whether he 
could reach his capital in time to prefen e it 

It IS ncccfTary I fhould here inform }ou who the 
Mharattas arc, and v hat their pretcnfions in Bengal 

E-verV 
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E\crv boJv in anj degree verfed in the liiflory of In- 
dn mufl know, that the kingdom of Decan and coaft 
of Malabar avcrc never entirely fubdued The Rajah 
of Sittarah, commonly called the Sou Rajah, a cor- 
ruption of the familj name of Sthoo, put himfclf at 
the head of a confedcrac} of the independent Raj-’h'?, 
who poflefs all the country called the promontor; of 
India, from Ganjam weft to Gu-’rerat And Auren- 
gezebe, finding all his endeavours to conquer them 
in vain, and that they haralTed the Decan and othep 
provinces bordering on their tcrriiorj, was at laft 
glad to make peace with them on their own terms 
riicfe were, the independent cnjovmcnt of the above 
countries, cxclufive of the port of Surat, and the quar- 
ter part of the revenues of Decan, for which a certain 
fum avas ftipulatcd, which was called the chout But 
the treaty was never ftriflly obferved on either fide 
When the emperors h"d no other wars on their hands, 
the) refufed to pa) the chout, and when there were 
an) inteftinc divifions n the Mogul empire, the Ivlha- 
rattas never failed to extend their boundaries , till 
gathering new ftrength, as the Mogul’s declined, they 
encreaftd their demands to the chout of the whole 
empire, to which the weak emperors were ob- 
liged to fuomit This jear the Sou Rajah fent to 
demand the chout Tlic emperor, brought to the laft 
ftatc of imbccillit)' by the mvafion of Nadir Shah, 
and unable either to refift or comply, propofed to 
them, among other expedients, to fend a force againft 
Alljvherde Caun to receive the revenues of die two 
laft )cars , fend his and his brother's heads to court , 
and rcinftatc the famil) of Sujah Caun The Mha- 
rattas gladly embraced a propolal which fee red to in- 
furc them the conqueft, or at Icaft the plunder of threa 
righ p'ovinccs 

C 3 As 



'o 


LETTEPv II 


A" thcT fo'cc coifii^s fold) cf light hc-fc, they 
mzac fuen rspid marchir, that their am al v-as the 
firll notice tic Souhah had of tneir in.cn' ons , and 
he tras tnen u^fortana cl) at the te~. C'-trc—ii.y o'" 
his tcmtonc' Bj fo'ced marches he reached the 
pro.ince o'’ Bardvran , b_t frdmg the men) nud be 
tip mth him £*iojld he afempt to jo n his bro her, 
he there irtmchcd hraifdf, and n-as foon furrounded 
bj the hlhara'tas, nho, thojgh fuptnor n numbe', did 
rot attempt to fo-ce hm Bofear Purd’t, the Mna- 
ratla gere*a1, ron fCnt a mefrmgc- to acquaint him 
Tvith h s demands , vsh eh •were, th- ret enue due to the 
cr o-^ n , the cno^,- of the t~o lap tear', the trcafurcs 
of SoJian Caen and Sutrmz Caun, and that for the fu- 
ture the See Ra ah fhould ha c oScers of his otvn 
to coll eS tae chojtin c-xn diP-cl o'” the tn'cc p-o- 
tmccs Tre i-trcp d Allphcrde, cxalperated to bear 
fuch haugnt)' terms, bolcly rcfoltcd to ''ght hs va/ 
through the cnemr, and join his brother He put 
h-mfelf at the head cf the Pattzns , vho, animated 
b) ms exarrp’c, and the promife of ret t - a rd, charged 
•men fjch fury, that thcr foon cut their mv through 
tne entmr, and gamed the high road to the capital 
Ther wt-x foTlomed hr the nhe’e MharaXa army 
fo' three dap together, tiH at lap they reached the 
to'^n of Curva, nherc happily the nver mas fo"d- 
ahlt , and here his fituation admitted cf a little reP t 
Belt '.“hen he fc~ed his forces for palling the m'cr, 
he foj-^d them reduced to no rrc"e than tnree theu- 
land pamans, the reP of his annv, confifung moPly 
of Bengal troops, the mo-p foldicrs n the empire, had 
taVen the opporrunltr, xrhilc the cnemT cmp^OTcd 
aga.np the Pattans, of marchine oP* lomards Cuttack. 
" ne S ijoah nosv fast, that the dangers paP ■srere 
fh m of thofe in prolpectj but, maPer of hunfclf 
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at nil time':, he bctraj^ed no fenfe of fear, and he 
gam his orders avith a chcarfulncfs which \Yas to his 
troops a certain omen of fuccefs 

There avas one pafs oniv hy achich the Mharattas 
could come to attack him, before he gained therncr 
This he gave in charge to Mullapha Caun, aififted by 
Zaindee Hamet Caun, Hadjee’s elJcft fon, and Meer 
Jaffier with eighty Pattans, w ith orders to maintain it till 
the \\ hole army had eroded the nver 1 he Mharattas, 
imagining the Soubah propofed to continue at Cutara 
till jomed by his brother, flood for fopie time aflo- 
niflicd at the defperatc attempt, but when they faiv 
his army in the ru er, enraged to fee their prey efcape 
out of their hands, they attacked the defile witli the 
bed: of their troops, but all their efforts were in ^ am 
pgamft the bnne Pattans, \.ho obeyed their orders 
with the lofs of halt their number, and joined the 
goubah with the reft on the other fide of tlie nverj 
and, in tins memorable adair, Jileer Jaffier is faid to 
have killed ten Mharattas witli his owm hand. Their 
I'alour was amply rewarded bj their generous mafler, 
who, on his arnial at Mu\ada\-ad, prcicnted Muftn- 
pha Caun with ten lacks of roupces *, and the reft m 
proportion The Soubah upbraided his brother m 
|he fevered terms for his cowardice, m not coming 
to his affidance , who pleaded, that, giving him o\er 
for lod, he employed his time in fortifying the city, 
which the Soubah found fufficicntly drong igamd an 
army which had no cannon He had now druck 

* The runec a a fjlrcr c^jn^ ftnick jn the \ jth an lu- 

fcnptjOD of hiS name and mlcj, the >car of his rti^n, and the pbcc ac 
Vhich it u-as ftruck It \saghs trom y p" to 7 tf-o ii t^r 

;md the proportion of allav to fine fiUcr, li as i or a to ico Ono 
hundred thoufind rupees mj^e a lack, which is equal to 12,500 ' I'cr cig, 
hundred Jacks a crort, one hund/ed crorqs an 
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fuch a t'crror into his enemies, and had fo well ella-r 
^lifhed his chardiEler as a foldicr, that the Mharattas, 
not daring to attempt the city, eontented thcmfclves 
■\vith ravaging the country all around, till the ap- 
proach of the rains obliged them to retire back into the 
Burdwan province, and put an end to their operations 
The Soubah, on his acceflion, had ordered large 
levies pf troops in the province of Bahar, fo that in 
Oftober, the rains being over, he again took the field 
at the head of fifty thoufand men. The Mharattas 
alfo cncreafed their ftrength by the dcfertion of Meep 
Hubbib from the Soubah’s party, who carried fomc 
cannon with him He had been deputy governor of 
Dacca, but being called to the Soubah’s court, to an- 
fwer to fome prime laid to his pharge, he rather chofe to 
truft himfelf with the enemies of his country, than abide 
the refentment of an injured mafter, and his great know- 
ledge of the country made him yery ufcful to them 

I fhall not tire your patience with an account of the 
piany (kirmiflies and military operations of the campaign , 
but in general obfen'S, that the Mharattas, agreeably to 
their ufual praftice, would ncycr venture a general adbon, 
hut endeavoured to bring the Soubah to terms by ha- 
rafling his troops and plundering his country The Soubah 
fent to offer peace, but the Mhafattps, to ^heir formey 
terms, added that of the refignation of his government 
to Suffraz Caun’s eldcfl fon Provoked at this, the fubtle 
Hadjee tempted his brother to try what treachery could 
effeft A conference was propofed and accepted A tent 
tvas pitched between both armies , and Bofehar Punditt, 
relying on the Subah’s oath on the Koran forhis perfonal 
fafety,’ advanced with thirteen of Ijis general officers , 
The tent was double, and lined with armed men, Who, 
on the fignal given, rufhed on the unprepared Mharattas, 
and cut them to pieces in fight of their own army, who 
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Ilf I’lr.l inH iiu icvfn''r, lun the ‘'oulnh iilvinrm-’rt 
iIk ] ! I ' 1. f'"’ 1 > ^’nici it'ior into a mil uJc 
5M 1 i[ c< nmniu’cr , an! thu M’nnt.i, In n fiKc,’\ 
f 1 , 1 I'l'” , pn ’Ci' hnii « 1 1 1 \ ho, "S of hrmpnip tht ii to 
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iv'S T I* r C'^n* ), nhcli thc\ du’ ii oft rfat- 

to^lh , hiiiimi the onii'- n il dcItuMii ’ tlic iiilinl'i n , 
u ithn I' If ;ni i > ^ or ’ c 1 In. ho it'-’li piiihictl tin m 

ft) chv'cU t'l t lie a I ill mine tli ni h'l f oi rr llir H t- 
I'ohtn l.iil , h tir.^ I illci' nri , in dii iprnt fiu niflic , 
- J fl 11 -iiml 'f 1 ( j /< ■'I , n li imon ’ the icll -'ll 
c^C'r o! uif til non, i nud I. 'f n.. , of he i 1 Pnll 
h \c ’’c' o fp'*..) he," t, - 
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the Souhah and Balajcrow', at which a peace u 35 con- 
cluded on the follo\ 'ing terms The Soubih paid twenty- 
two lacks for the chout of the two laft } cars , engaged to 
pay It regularly for the future , and, it is faid, gave a 
large fum as a prefent to the general himfclf, v/ho, on 
It s pa-t, promifed to retire out of the countrj’, and fo 
aflift in drning out the other Mhnratta army alfo Bala- 
jerow did indeed retire himfclf, but left the Soubah to 
hght It out with his confederate, who being no mateh 
for the Soubah, dnidcd his forces into fmall bodies, and 
laid wafle whatever had been fpared by his prcdecciTors, 
til! the rams, and the Soubah’s purfuit, once more drove 
them out of the countr)', 

Thc next year they renewed tlic fame fccnc, but the 
Soubah attacked them fo clofcly, that he cleared the 
country of them early in march 1 745, OrilTa and Cuttack 
only remaining m their hands , and now he promifed 
himfelf fonic rcfpitc, atleaft till the month of Oftober 
He this year appointed Zaindce Hamet Caun, Nabob 
of Patna, who fet out for that province v/ith a confi- 
dcrablc body of troops, to prevent the mcurfions of the 
Mharattas, and av c the rebellious Rajahs of the pro- 
vince, About this time the Soubah firll conceived ajea- 
loufy of the great reputation of his general Muftapha 
Caun, who by his bravery, and unlimited profufion to 
his Pattans, had made himiclf extremely beloved by them, 
crimes fufficicnt to render him obnoxious under a go- 
vernment depending intircly on military power, and v/here 
there IS no medium between fupreme command and ab- 
jc£l; flavcrj The generous open temper of the man 
confidered, I doubt much v/hether the Soubah’s fufpi- 
cions v/crejuftly founded , but his death was refolvcd on, 
and It was determined to afiaflinatc him the firfi; time he 
came to court Muftapha was too much beloved to 
have It kept a fecret from him Ta be warnea was 

fuEcicnt 
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fufficient to be fafe His firft thoughts prompted hin^ 
to re\enge, which he 'was pov’erful enough to execute, 
but could not refolve to fpill tlie blood of a man he 
once lot ed He rather chofe to quit the country tt ith 
his Pattans, and ^'^s followed by Sumfeer Caun, at the 
head of a confidcrable body more They took their route 
towards Bahar, intending to pais through that proimc? 
mto their own countrr 

The brothers, alarmed at fo great a defedhon, and 
fenfiblc no enemy is fo dangerous as an injured friend, 
but abote all, apprehenfite of their loining the Alharat- 
tas, b^ great rewards and greater promifes, attached die 
reft of the Pattans to them, and the Soubah immediately 
marched in purfuit of them The Pattanc, not fufpedlmg 
ant purfuit, had marched but flowlj, and w ere o\ ertaJ en 
near Patin Recen mg adiicc at the fame time, that 
^•undec Hamet Caun uns marching from that city to- 
w-ard them, they mihnd) determined to face about md 
attack the Soubah, whofe forces were litde fupenor to 
their own The batde began with the moft promifmg 
appearance of fuccefs for the Pattans, dll iluflapha Caun, 
borne aw at bj tne torrent of his pallion, cndcaiourcd 
with too great impetuofity to penetrate that part where 
the Soubah wais, but met w ith a refinance equallj braie, 
and recen cd his death’s w ound from an arrow lodged m 
his eye The Pattans, as if their general was their only 
fource of life and courage, inftantly fled, and w ith their 
general Sumfeer Caun, reached theu: own courtn 
The brothers neicrefcapcd a greater danger, and n 
the frenzy of the r jor, forgetting the great fen ice* tney 
had received Iromthe unfortuT’te hlu^lapha, theyffc—c- 
fullv expofed his rwi'am-, to be earned m an ignomi- 
nious manrer through the firects of Patna 

The Alharattas in this ana the follo^ang year, y, 
agan rene. cd their meurfons AH the bouban could 
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do, was, to cover the country to the call of the Gauges; 
north and weft from Cuttack to Rajahmant lay defolatc 
and unculutatcd Indeed they ■were not fo numerous, 
the country that had beenfo long expofed to thcm,t^ould 
no longer fupport fuch taft armies But while his atten- 
tion •was taken up b) them, a greater, and more unex- 
pected misfortune befcl him The fugitnc Sumfeer Caun 
returned, the beginning of this year, at the head of fcscr. 
or eight thoufand Pattans, on a projeft concerted betvtcen 
him and Mecr Hubbib, for the plunder of Patna Of 
this Hadjee had fome intelligence, and haftened to aftift 
his fan 'v.'ith l\is counftls Sumfeer Caun arrned on the 
oppofitc fide of the Ganges, a/ithin a fev hours march 
of the city, and wrote a letter to tfie Nabob of Patna, 
feigning contrition forashatv’as paft, and dcfiringhis ir- 
tcrccffion asith (;he Soubah to reftorc him to favour 
Ifadj^c advifcd to try the fame ftratagem, which had been 
fo fuccefsful againft Bofehar Pudnitt, but his fon, •whe- 
ther from fcruple or fear, hefitated and returned for ati- 
fwer, that he was not impowrered to promifc hun pardon, 
hut had V rote to the court in his behalf The orders 
foon arnved, which were to follow his father’s inftruc- 
tions. The Soubah, at the fame time, the better to de- 
ceive the Pattans, wrote Sumfeer Caun, he gladlv ac- 
cepted his fervices, and prefled his march to Muxadavad 
This propofal Sumfeer Caun made ufe of to crofs the 
river, giving out he intended to march on to Bengal 
Both parties defired a conference with the fame trea- 
cherous views It was fenled they Ihould meet on a plain 
before the city, where a tent ■was pitched, under which 
Hadjee had contrived to fink a mine, -which was to be 
fired as foon as Zaindec Hamet Caun retired Sumfeer 
came at the time appointed, attended by a chofen band , 
^ch pa’-ty endear oured to conceal their defigns, by 
pioft ej^aggerated afluranccs of mutual friendfhip Oji 

Zaindcs 
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Zaindcc Hnmet’s rifmg to tnl-C his Icate, Sumfeer Caun 
and his followers drew their fabres, and cut down thb 
Nabob and thofe that attempted to defend him In this 
confufion the mine a\ as neglected, and the Pattans ad^- 
tanced and entered the city iMth the fugitnes, -nhcrc 
they tooh old Hadjee pnfoner, as he as attempting to 
efcape in difguife No ftratagem, no wily art could avail 
After fullering every indignit}' which wanton cruelty 
could fuggeft, he \ras fcvercly fcourged, and mount- 
ed on an afs^ with his legs tied under the belly, and thus 
Was led the fame tour he himfelf had appointed for Muf- 
tapha Caun Freflt tortures were then inflidfed on him, 
and more were in refen'e, till one of his guards, pitying 
his great age and fuffcrings, conaejed him adofe of poi- 
fon, which put a period to his miferable life 

Thus Hadjee Hamct defer; edly met the fame doorh 
himfelf had ftntcnccd others to, and ga\ e the w orld an 
inftancc more of the mcompatibilit)’ of wickedncfs w ith 
happmefs 

Ally; herds Catiri for fome time inconfolablc for 
this misfortune In his brother he loft the faithful pilot, 
who had fucccfsfully fteered the ve/Tel, in which their 
common fortunes ;;ere emoarked, through all the ftormS 
and dangers of ufurped authority , and in Zaihdce Hamct, 
the prop and ftaff of his declining years, to w horn he nad 
gi\ en one of his daughters in marriage, and w horn he had 
deftmed for his fucceffor m the Soubahfliip, of which h s 
great ment rendered him c\ ery ;vay avorthy But frcfti dan- 
gers fooii routed him from his lethargy At^rccable to the 
plan concerted between Sumfeer Caun and MeerKubbin, 
the Mharattas now entered the country by the Berbohnh 
pafs,w bile Sumfeer Caun ad; anced w ith his Pattans to; airds 
the Soubah, who had already taken the field, to rc;enge 
his brother's deuli PIis firft ftep ;\as to cndca;our, by 
forced marches, to prc;cnt their lunftion The three 

armies. 
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armies, tlius marching towards each other, met at Bog- 
glepore, as at one common centre, which they all reached 
at the fame time, but with this circumftanccy that the 
Soubah found himfelf between their armies, both now 
ready to attack him In this dilemma, his fuperior 
genius, ever fruitful in refources, fuggefled to him an 
expedient, which extricated him from the greateft danger 
he was ever yet expofed to The Pattans, he knew, 
fought from a principle of revenge for the death of Muf- 
taphn, and from an attachment to their furviving mailer j 
but the Mharattas for plunder only Leaving therefore his 
camp Handing, he advanced brifkly towards the Pattans, 
who Hood him the hardelt llrugglc he had ever yet been 
engaged in, but which ended in their total rout, by the 
death of their commander Sumfeer This llratagem had 
Its utmoll effedt The Mharattas, rcgardlcfs of the views 
of their general, and unrcftrained by military laws, in- 
flead of attacking the Soubah’s rear, fell to plundering 
his camp, maugre all the exhortations of their officers^ 
The Soubah, after the Pattans were once broken, 
inllcad of purfuing them, found the Mharattas plunder-* 
mg his camp in the utmoll confufion Thus, incapable 
of making any Hand, they were totally routed with very 
little lofs to the Soubah, who, thus revenged for the lofs 
of his faithful brother and beloved nephew, returned to 
the capital 

The Mharattas never ccafcd their incurlions, but I cpt 
him almoH continually in the field, and the little refpite 
he had, was fully taken up in contriving means to nufc 
monc)' to fupport the immenfe expcnccb he w s at in 
maintaining forces againll tlicm, to v’hich he obliged 
ever} body to contribute Nor did the European fcttlc- 
ments cfcapcjbut, ini747,v ere obliged to pa) their quota, 
he obfcrving alvva) s this policy, not to demand it of them 
all at the fame time, as he v/iltly judged their union only 
could make them formidable. At 
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At lift, in 175OJ a firm treaty was fetded with the 
Sou Rajah, by which the protance of Cuttack was 
guen up to him, and the chout wws fettled at melve 
lacks per annum , fince which they have never mo- 
Jefted thefe provinces. The only alarm he ever met 
With after this, was the march of Monfur Ally Caun, 
Vifir of the'empite, into the province of Bahar I am 
not well acquainted v/ith the motives of his coming , 
but he proceeded hs far as Patna, and it is probable, if 
he had continued his march to Bengal, die Soubah’s 
troopsj awed with the pomp of roj'aJ authority, and n - 
deed inferior in every refpedf, would not have dravni a 
fword for him Whatever the Vifir’s intentions were, 
the mtngues carrying on againft him at court, obliged 
him to return Allyvherde Caun made him a magnifi- 
cent prefent, and the Vifir, m return, confirmed him in 
his Soubahfliip, on condition of his remitting j carl j to 
court fiftv-two lacks of rupees, m which he w’as -iftcr- 
wards ver) pundlual 

We have feen this brave ufurper Urugglmg through 
difficulties, which nothing but the utmoft conftmey 
anci intrepidity could furmount Let us now follow 
him through the more plCafiiig Iccnes of domefiic life, 
and jiuhlic tranquillity His great age, being now in 
his feventj -third year, the low fhite of his treaPirv, 
and the diftrefied condition of the provinces, which 
had been expofed to the Mharattas, and lay unculti- 
•jaitcd, and the manufitSfurcs loft , all required the 
reft of peace, which, hcnccforv.wrd, it was his whole 
attention to prcfcrv'c I mentioned before, he had no 
foils of his ovv n , he therefore trea'^cd as fuch the ifthc 
of Hndjee, who were Nowagis Malimud Caun, mar- 
ried to Ins cldcft daughter, Sid Hanct, and three fons 
of Z-’indve Hamct The cldcft of Zaindee Hamet’s 
foils, named Alirza Malimud, a lad of feventcen jears 
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of age, he adopted himfelf, and took into his family Ihd 
3'oiingefl:, named Merzee Mundee , but the fccond^ 
called Fazeel Cooley Caun, was adopted by Nowagis 
Mahmud Caun No^vagis, the eldeft of Hadjcc’s chiL 
dren, he made Nabob of Dacca, with the whole re- 
venue of that rich province to maintain his court 
Sid Hamet was made Nabob of Purhunea, with the 
enjoyment of its reicnue, and Mirza Mahmud t\’as 
made nominal Nabob of Patna But the old man 
well knew', no MufTulman avas to be trufted w'lth the 
power annexed to that Nabob/liip, and therefore fent 
one Joninam, a Gentoo, as deputy governor, alw'ays 
obfen'ing to vifit that province once a year himfelf 
And having thus trufted the diftant provinces to thofe 
he thought he could confide in, he in 1751, difbanded 
the greateft part of his forces, relying on his repu-' 
tation in arms, to keep his neighbours m awe 

Until the year 175a, it was imagined he intended 
Nowagis Mahmud Caun for his fucceflor , but whethet 
he thought his narrow genius unequal to tlie talk of 
government, or \vas more particularly bialTed by his 
great affedbon to Mirza Mahmud, he this year aflbciatcd 
the latter m the government, declared him his fucceftbr, 
and procured him from court the title of Chiragee a] 
Dowla * This was the fignal of difienfion , and hence-r 
forward his court was a continued fecne of feuds and ani- 
mofitics betwixt the contendmg parties Moft people 
who obferved the ftnet union betivcen the two nephe\/Sy 
that the cldcft had am'iflbd great nches, and, though a 
w eak effeminate man himfelf, had for his prime minif- 
tcr one Hoffem Cooley Caun, an able politician, and 
much efteemed by the army , and the other nephew 

* bf rui,ts 

1 fhall hcnccfo-vard TOtc Su^jah Dowb, a* ncareft the common 
pronunciation 

poffeffed 
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pbirdTed of a rich province, well fecurcd by rivers and 
mountains, and daily increafing his forces , and com- 
pared ^vlth thefe the unpromifing qualities of Surajah 
Dow la, who was continually immerfed in debaucher)’^, 
drinking to the utmoft excefs, chufing his companions 
from the dregs of the people, and giving every in- 
dication of a vicious and corrupt mind j mofl: people, 
I fay, little imagined the fucceflion ivould eiTr fall 
to him But, in 1754, the balance fccmcd to incline 
to him , for the Soubah determined in his favour, 
and, apprehenfive Nowaigis might prove too power- 
ful for him, thought it expedient to depnve him of 
his chief fupport in Hoflem Cooley Caun , but as 
his nephew was deputy-governor of Dacca, they began 
with him, left HofTein Cooley Caun fliould fufpedl 
their intentions, retire to Dacca, and fet up for him- 
felf. The condufi of this aftair was left to Surajah 
Dowla, who chofe for his inftrument one Aga Saddoe, 
whofc father was governor of Chittigong, but refided 
at Dacca, The fon, an extravagant debauched youth, 
was then under confinement at Nowagis Mahumud 
Caun’s palace, being left there as hoftage, till he paid 
a large fum due for the revenues of his government 
Surajah Dowla afiiftcd him m his cfcape He landed 
at Dacca the firft of December 1755, and engaged 
his father in the enterprize, deluded probably bj the 
promife of Surajah Dowla, to make him goiernor of 
Dacca The father and fon, with tw'elve of their 
dependants, furprized the governor in the dead of 
night , and, after fome little rcfiftance, in which the 
father was wounded, they cut off his head, and pro- 
claimed It to be done by the order of Surajah Dowla 
But the next day, an order arming from Nowagis 
Mahumud Caun to feizc Aga Saddoe, the great men 
of the city immediately affcmblcd their forces, and at- 
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tacked him. The fon, with fome of his defperatff 
followers, cut their way through therr opponents, 
and made their cfcape, but the father, and the reft 
of their party, were killed. This news reachmg the 
capital, the different parties vrere immediately in arms , 
but the old, Soubah affunng his nephew, that Aga 
Saddoe had made this attempt entucly in revenge for 
his confinement, the weak, tmud Nowagis was ap- 
peafed, and the confequcnce was, that Surajah Dowla, 
a few days after, murdered Hoflem Cooley Caun m 
the ftreets of Muxadavad This pufillanunous con- 
du\St of Nowagis, made many quit his party, appre- 
henfive of the <amc fate The old Soubah now gave 
evident figns of his approachmg end Mens wifhes 
and inclinations are apt to deceive their judgments, 
Surajah Dowla daily rendered himfelf more odious, 
and great reliance was had on the union of the two 
brothers But Providence, for its own wife ends, fa- 
voured this youth with rapid fuccefs Nowagis and 
Sid Hamet both died a natural death, within a month 
of each other , and Allyvherde followed them April 
10, 1756, firft giving Surajah Dowla the keys of 

his treafure, and declanng his defire that he Ihould 
fuccecd him I have before mentioned Surajah 
Dowla, as given to hard drinking, but Alljniherde, 
in his laft illnefs, forefecing the ill confequcnces of 
his exceffes, obliged him to fwear on the Koran, never 
more to touch any intoxicating liquor, which he ever _ 
after ftriftly obferved But the cxcclles he had al- 
ready committed, had difordered his faculties to that 
degree, that he had ever after a difturbed imagination ; 
fometimes frantic with paffion, and cruel to thofe a- 
bout him , then agam carefEng them on equally fri- 
volous grounds , and all his words and aflions be- 
trayed a violent and uneven temper. Judges of human 
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nature ■uull be apt to prognofticate his fuddcri fall 
from fuch fymptoms , yet he came to the Soubahlhip 
with the mofl: flattenng profpeft He had an army 
formed by his predecelTor, a full treafury, and no com- 
petitors but the fon of Sid Hamet, m anns m Pur- 
huneaj and an infmt named Moradda Dowla, fon to 
his brother, who had been adopted by Noivagis Ma- 
humud Caun, and was now fupported by his ividow 
with a party which at firft appeared formidable , but 
the attracLon of a full treafury foon avon that party 
oa er, and the widoav left alone, was rcceia ed avitn the 
child into his oaan palace. 

I am, etc 
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Sir, 

I hope my preceding letter will have given you a 
clear idea of the government’s affairs previous to the 
capture of Calcutta 

I lhall now endeavour to trace the fourcc of the 
Soubah’s refentment to our nation, which, I appre- 
hend, IS one of thofe ftate-myEcrics that die \vith 
their authors. Where nothing certain can be obtained, 
we muft fclcdl the moft plaufible reafons from fuch 
iranfaftions as come to our Lnowlcdgc, I have made 
it my ftudy fince our mtercourfe with the great men 
at court, to penetrate into the caufc of tins cicnt; 
but could never obtain any thing fatisfailory Some 
ha\e told me, that the late Soubah, on hearing of 
the death of Nazir Jung, murdered by the intrigues 
of the French ”, had frequently obfened, tliat the 
Europeans were likely to conquer the whole countiy, 
and advifed his grandfon to keep a watchful C}C mer 
them. The prefent Soubah, on the other hand, af- 
firms, that he ufed to compare the Europeans to a 
hue of bees, of whofc honey jou might reap the 
benefit, but that if jou dillurbcd their hive they would 
fling )ou to death. Perhaps it is a vain rcfearch to 
trace the motives of a capncious tyrant Hut the rca- 
fons Surajah Dowla afilgncd, appear in tlic terms lie 
propofed to Mr Watts , though the moll probable 
motives were the hopes of an immcnfe plunder, found- 
ed on a notion, that all the Rajahs and great men 1 cpt 
llieir riches m Calcutta And as Calcutta had tiic 

• St' CirotitJ,': I Littorj cf tk* win oa tk- toii* cf Cr n i •* 1 
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Teputation of being a place of great ftrength, he hoped, 
by taking it, to ftnke a terror into his own fubje£ls 
and into the neighbouring powers, that might facili- 
tate his future enterpnzes But I fhall leave you. 
Sir, to judge for yourfcif, and proceed to relate only 
fuch fails as were obvious to every body 

He was in full march agamft the Nabob of Purhunea, 
when fuddenly. May 1757, from fomc unaccountable 
caprice, he returned to the city, and publicly declared 
his intention to extirpate the Englifli , and without 
further delay he encamped his whole army oppofitc 
to the Englifli failory at Caffimbuzar, and fummoned 
Mr "Watts to furrender the place to him , at the fame 
time fending him a beetle * as a token of fnendihip 
and afliirancc of perfonal fafety hir Watts hating 
only fi\e and twentj Europeans in gamfon, and being 
fenfible, that if he refifted, he expofed all the Englifli 
effeSs in the Soubah’s dominions to be immediate- 
ly feized , that at the utmoft he could not hold out 
abo\e a day or tivo , and finall}, ignorant of the caufc 
of the Soubah’s difpleafure, obeyed the fummons But, 
ContriT)' to promife, the Soubah immediately made 
him prifoncr, and prefented him the following articles 
to fign, 

I That we fliould demohfli all our new fortifi- 
cations 

II Give no proteilion to his fubtefis. 

III hlake good all that the gotemment had fufFered 
bj the abufc of the duflucks f 

The firfl article alluded to fomc additional works car- 

* An arcnuUc Icif, 'which they prefent to their nCtorj, in the 
fimc n-nner the Turka do cofTcc. 


Mcanin:: the pnvilcpt pven \.i bv our phirm und, to gnat piflH 
fr*T of all £c;emin nt dot) fo- all the conip'u3\ s trad* 
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rying on, on the apprchcnfion of an approaching Freneft 
war 

The fccond, was to deprive us of the power of pro- 
tefting our merchants, in which we were pnvilcgcd by 
the phirmaund or royal grant , and might alfo allude to 
the protcdlion given to one of his fubjefls of Kov/agis 
Mahumud Caun’s party, who had lately taken refuge in 
Calcutta 

The third was rather an opening to extort a large 
fum of money from the company, for it is almoft fm- 
poffiblc but there mull be fome abufc m a privilege of 
that kind 

Thefe Mr Watts figncd, and was then made to give 
up the,fa£lory to him, the gates of which he ordered to 
be fealed, and then marched on to Calcutta, Thefe 
articles were no more heard of, and he feemed bent on 
our deflrudlion , And that none might prefume to divert 
him from his tcfolution, heexadtedan oath from Jaguti 
feat, who had aln ays adlcd as mediator betn'cen the go- 
vernment and the Europeans, not to interfere or offer 
any argument to make him alter his mind After this, 
no one dared to plead for the unfortunate Englifli , and 
the Soubah, furrounded by a thoufand greedy minions 
and hungry officers, all eager for the plunder of fo rich 
a place, heard nothing but the moH fervile applaufes of 
his refolutipn Thus the avenues to juftice and mercy 
were fhut up, and all our fubmifllvc offers meffedlual, 

I lhall not dwell on all the circumftances of the fiege, 
which was fuch as might naturally be expedled from a 
garnfon confifting almofl entirely of citizens, wth a 
few foldiers commanded by officers who had never feer^ 
an adlion, and a fort, that looked more like merchants 
warehoufes than a place of defence June 19, the enemy 
had made fuch progrefs, that a general retreat was de- 
termined on for the next day, but whether or not the 
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governor thought himfelf the more immediate objeft of 
the Soubah’s fur} , and therefore his danger greater than 
the reft, inftead of ^valt^ng the appointed time, or giv- 
ing proper orders to the garrifon, he went out at the 
River gate, and got on board the firft fiiip he could 
come to All who chanced to be near, and faw the 
governor going off, concluded the retreat vras general, 
and niflied out wth him They feizcd the boats that 
were at the water fide, and puflicd as faft as they could 
for the fhips, where once on board, they flood down 
the river Thofe who remained in the garrifon made 
a \irtue of neceflit}', and fiill endeavoured to defend 
themfehes, but from this time all was dcfpair, bravery 
and confufion , and the next e\ emng, their ammunition 
being almoft expended, and farther defence or a re- 
treat impradticable, they hung out a flag of truce, 
which the enemy taking for a furrender, tliey imme- 
diately fc'Jed the wlls, killing only fuch as made op- 
pofition On the Soubah’s entering tlic fort himfelf, 
he ordered the Englifh into confinement Unhappily 
for them, they were ftanding all together near the Black- 
hole prifon, which appearing to the enemy a fecure 
place, they w'ere forced into it, maugre all their efforts 
to avoid it I fhall not pretend to paint all the hor- 
rors of that dreadful night, which has been already fo 
pithetically defenbed bv one of the fufferers * , but only 
obfenc, that moft of the }oung gentlemen m the com- 
pany’s fennee, and many of tlie principal mhabitants, 
expired in the moft dreadful torments, twent} -three only 
remaining alne out of one hundred forty-fix. The 
Soubah gave up the town to be plundered, referv mg to 
himfelf only the effefts in the fort, and thus facnficcd 
to his capricious foil} or ambition an innocent people, 
whofe trade was the chief fourcc of his riches 
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The other Europcin fcttlcments were threatened with 
the Amc fate , but v hether they v ere more politic in 
their conduiEt, or that the Soubah was fatisficd w ith the 
blood he had already fpilt, he contented himftlf \ ith 
cxadlmg two lacks of rupees from the French, and 
four from the Dutch, and then marched back to his 
capital, where he v as received v ith the utmofl terror 
and aftonifliment, which he endeavoured to extend as 
much as pofliblc, by writing to the court of Dchli, 
nnd to hib provincial governors, that he had dcHroycd 
an army of ten thoufand Infidcb, and taken four hun- 
dred pieces of brafb cannon, and an immcnfc quantity 
of warlilc ftores 

Early in Odlobcr, lie marched againft his relation, the 
young Nabob of Purhunca, who was much fuch a giddy 
abandoned youth as himfclf, fupcrior to him in nothing 
but a b"avcr fpirit When the two armies drev/ near 
each other, the young Nabob was falfcly informed, that 
Surajah Dowla was advanced on an eminence to recon- 
noitre Animated at the approach of his nval, and hoping 
at once to put an end to the war, he haflencd to meet him, 
nt the head of a few troops that chanced to be advanced 
beyond the reft of his army , but, inftcad of Surajah 
Dov/Ia, It proved to be Mccr JalEcr and Dus Mahumud 
Caun, who were very advantagcoully ported Still igno- 
rant of his miftakc, he rufhed forward with great brav'cry, 
cry ing out, “ It is the Soubah I feck ” Mcer Jafficr, de- 
firous to fave his life, went fo far as to call out to him, 
that the Soubah was not there, but when he ftill preft on, 
unwilling, by' giving wray', to expofe himfclf to the Sou- 
bah’s relbntmcnt, he was ncccllitatcd, in fclf-dcfence, 
to make a vigorous rcfiftancc, and in the confluft the 
Purhunean rcceiv'cd his death from a mufkct-ball By 
this viiftory, Surajah Dow la arnv cd at the greateft height 
of power a Soubah of Bengal could attain tq He was 
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»n the prime of his jouth, confirmed from Dchli, the 
provinces fubdued, no rml left, a vaft army m his 
paj , and a nil treafury' Fluflicd with this grandeur, 
he governed with all the infolcnce of unbridled potter, 
dreaded by all, and beloved by none. In the mean 
time, the t\ retched remains of our unfortunate colony 
la) on board a fetv dcftncclcfs Qtips at Fulta, the molt 
unttholfomc fpot m the country, about twenty milis 
below Calcutta, and defiitutc of all the common necef- 
fancs of life But by the afliftance of the French and 
Dutch, to tthofc humanity they were much indebted on 
this occafion, and partly by the afllftancc of the natnes. 
Mho both from mtereft and attachment privately fup- 
plicd them with all kinds of proMfions, tlicy fupported 
the horror of their fitiiation till Auguft, when they rc- 
cened a reinforcement of two hundred and forty men 
from Fort Sr George, under the command of major 
Kilpatrick, with money and aiarlikc fiorcs But their 
greateft mifery' was \et to come, for now the fickly 
fe-'fon came on , and what Mith bad air, bad weather, 
confinement on board of flups, and iiant of proper re- 
frcfhmcnt^, fuch a mortality enfued, as fv/ept ofF almofl 
all the military, and many of the inhabitants They' 
continued m th s fituation till the arrival of admiral 
Watfon, in the montli of December, tvitli the king’s 
fquadron, confiftmg of the Kent, Salifbury, and Tiger, 
Math tv o frigates and tiio Indiamcn, having on board 
fix hundred Europeans and a thoufand Eapoys, un- 
der the command of lieutenant-colonel Robert Cliic; 
followed by the Cumberland, and another Indiaman, 
Mith one hundred Europeans and four hundred fcapoj s, 
but iiliich wen. not yet armed, a force that could gi\c 
little hopes of fuccefs, but from the great qualities of 
the gentlemen that commanded it Admiral TEatfon, Mas 
officer of great bravery', difintercftcdncfs, and public 
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fpirit. Colonel Clive v/ns n gcntlcmnn, rho had al- 
read) eminently diftinguiftitd himfclf in the v.ar on the 
coaft of Coromandel , v.hcrc, b) a long tnm of glorious 
fucccfTcs agninfi. tlic conflnnt fupcrior numbers of the 
Trench, he Ind rcflorcd the Engli/h affairs at a time 
V hen thc) ttcrc thought defperate he had lately com- 
manded the land forces on thc fucccEful cvycdition againd 
Angrn, “nd va-- now pitched on as thc propercfl perfon 
to rcflorc their affairs in Bengal 

It ma) appear matter of t ondcr, \\n) the Soubah per- 
mitted us to continue fo quietly at Tult'’, till we were 
become formidable to him, which I can only account for 
from his mean opinion of us, as lie had been frequently 
heard to fay, he did not imagine there v;as ten tlioufanJ 
men in all Trcaghiflan, meaning Europe, and had no 
idea of our attempting to return by force, but fuppoftd 
that we flaid at Fulta, onU till tiic fcafon would permit 
our going out of the river And, indeed, it is pofliblc, 
that nerw ins anger was fubfided, he might fee the folly 
he had committed, and might vnfh our return on his 
own terms, which were, to live under his gorernment, 
s.ithout la’ s or fortifications of our ov n, and to carry 
on our trade like thc Armenians and his o ’ n fubjcifls 
Whales cr tlic motive was, it was happy for us, and 
gave us time to prepare every thing to alTifl: thc fquadron 
jn going up thc river , and accordingly December 27, 
1756, thc troops were embarked, and the fleet flood up, 
and on the twenty-ninth they were re-landed for the at- 
tack of Budjc Boodjee, a place of fuch flrength, that 
had they undcrflood thc art of defence, might have coft 
tis much trouble After a mofl: fatiguing march, from 
£vc in thc evening, till feven next morning, we came in 
fight of the place, while at thc fame time thc fleet was 
got a-breafl: and began to fire Colonel Ciivc ordered 
the grenadiers, volunteers and all thc fcapoys, to go as 

near 
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near as they could under co\cr, and be ready for an af- 
faulc ns foon as a breach fliould be made, whilft the 
refi; of the army halted m a hollow on the plain, m 
order to intercept the gamfon, if they attempted to re- 
treat While we were m this fituation, and ignorant 
of an) other enemy than thofc in tlic place, we were 
nlarmcd at the fight of feme horfc in our rear , and 
before we had time to get out of this unlucl") fituation, 
VC found ourfeUes alniofl furrounded by the cneiin, 
who had got poficllion of the eminences, and began to 
fire on us Sueli a fudden furprifc might have endan- 
gered our little arm), had not the colonel aiflcd with 
grc't prcfciicc of mind He immediately detached pla- 
toons whcrcscr the enemy appeared moft formidable, 
but the), prefumptous from their triumph over us at 
Calcutta, flood with great boldncfs, and killed and 
wounded eight men of the firft platoon that advainccd , 
but now V c brought a field-piece to bear upon them, 

V hich kept them at a greater difiance , and the detach- 
ment that had been made for the aflault of tlic fort, 
being returned on hearing the firing, ana having joined, 
us, wx marched into the open plain, and difeovered oir| 
cnem) to bcMonichchund, the Soubah’s governor of Cal- 
cutta, wlio w as come to throw himfcif into the place, at 
the head of tlrrcc thoufand horfc and foot, but being 
fiunned wuth the firing of the king’s fliips, he thought 
his alTifiancc would be fruitlcfs, and was returning, when 
Jic came une\pcdlcdly upon us, and attacked us witfi 
much greater braver)' than we ever experienced m any 
engagement we have had with them In this fkirmifh 

V c had twcnt)-onc Europeans 1 died and wounded, and 
fevcral feapovs Momchchund rccciv cd a fhot through 
his turband, lofi his fccond in command, and about fifty 
of his men , and wais fo intimidated, by the reception he 
n^ct with, that without making an) flay at Calcutta, 

he 



6o 


LETTER m 

he haftened away to his maftcr, to afliire him, that thcfc 
were not the fame Lnd of Engli/hmen he had before met 
with Thcfhips foon filcnced the fort, and as our little 
army was not fufficient to furround the place, the gar- 
nfon retreated, unknowm to us , and as the troops had 
been very much fatigued, the Colonel propofed to defer 
the aflault till day-break, but fomc feamcn advancing 
juft at the clofc of the evening very near, and recening 
no fire, they gave a huzza, when fuddenly the whole 
army, vnthout waiting for orders or officers, rufhed for- 
ward over the bridge which the enemy had neglcftcd 
to break down, and entered at the breach made by the 
fhips , and m this confufion Captain Dougal Campbell, 
preffing forward to reftrain the men, was by miftakc kil- 
led by our ov/n people, to the great concern of the whole 
armj, as he was a brave and capable officer, and a 
worthy generous man 

January 2, 1757, the troops reimbarkcd, and Jan g, 
at day-break, were again landed m fight of Calcutta, 
which the enemy abandoned almoft as foon as our fhips 
cime a-breaft of it, firing only the guns that were ready 
Seeded, V'h ch did feme execution on the Tygcr, and 
then Mr V/atfon landed the King's troops, and took 
pofleffion of the fort The inhabitants, in the joy 
of returning to their fcttlcments, feemed to forget they 
were returned to empty houfes, and univerfal bank- 
ruptcy 

The conduift of political affairs w’as now vcflcd in a 
fcledl Committee and the Colonel , the Admiral being 
plcafcd to declare, they were the beft judges of the Com- 
pany’s intcrcft, and that he was ready to execute wliat- 
cicr thej thought moft conducive to it The Committee 
left the corrcfpondcnce with the Soubah to the Colonel, 

V horn we arc hcnccfori'^rd to confidcr as chief ncgocia- 
tor of all affairs with the go\crnmcntt 
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Ifttill be proper now to take a view of the prefent 
Rate of our affairs The laft advices from Europe were 
fuch as indicated the greateft probability of an approach- 
inn- rvair wth France The French had a confiderablc 
fcttlemcnt, called Chandernagorc, about thirty miles 
abotc us, V ith a garrifon of more than five hundred Eu- 
ropeans We veil knew, fliould they join the Soubah, 
It -would give him an almoft im mciblc fuperionty over 
us From the fear of the government, and the mutual 
intcrell of both parties, there had hitherto tacitly fub- 
Clled a kind of neutrality within the Ganges, though 
avithout any treaty to make it obligatory It -was the 
undoubted mtereft of the French, to foice us to confirm 
this neutralit)', or join the Soubah Senfiblc of this, 
they fent a deputation, which arrived a few dajs after 
the recovery of Calcutta, with inftruiSlions to court us to 
tins neutralit)', or threaten their junftion with the Sou- 
bah It was our mtereft to amufc the deputies, till wc 
could judge what turn our affairs were likely to take wth 
the Soubah. For this purpofc, feme time t\as paffed in 
pre\ lous ceremonies , and, on our parts, great mllingnefs 
fhown to accede to the neutralitj, conditionally that they 
fbould unite with us agamft the Soubah , but fome doubts 
bemg flarted, whether, being fubordinate to Pondicherrj , 
they had power to bind tlieir fupenors, they returned to 
confult their principals In the mean time, an cvpedi-^ 
tion was fent agamft Houghlj, under the conduft of 
Major Eilpathck, with the King’s troops, \olutiteers, 
grenadiers, and nvo companies of Scapoys, fupported by 
the B“idg\"ater, and mann’d boats of the fquadron. 
The encmt' w ere verj numerous, hat mg fix thoufand men 
in the fort and in an adjacent camp They ftood the 
afiault, which was very bloody to them, with little lofs 
on our fide The fort and city wxrc plundered, and as 
many of the magnificent houfes deftrojed, as the fliort 

time 
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time would permit , for now the Soubah was approach- 
ing, with different fentiments than he before entertained 
of us. 

The account given of us by the Houghly fugitives 
and Momchchundj had made fuch .an imprelEon on 
him, that he would gladly have confented to our re- 
turn on our former footing, but it hurt his pnde, 
to thmk of having fatisfaftion forced from him by 
merchants : However, he continued his march, deter- 
mined to fight, or negotiate, as opportunity gave him 
advantage The probability of a war vrith France, 
which would require our whole force on the coaft of 
Coromandel, the uncertainty of an aftion, efpecially 
if the French fhould join him, but, above all, a great 
part of our force not being yet arrived, inclined us 
to v.nfh for honourable peace. At all events, eveiy 
day gained was an advantage, we were delhtute of 
draught and carriage oxen, and many other thmgs ab- 
folutely necedary, before we could take the field A 
camp was formed on a plam about two miles to the 
northward of Calcutta, which was made as flrong as 
the fituation and time would permit, and the Soubah 
advanang, the troops fent to Houghly rejoined us, 
and our whole force now amounted to four hundred 
battalion, one hifndred and twenty tram, and one thou- 
fand four hundred Seapoys, for the Cumberland was 
not yet arnved 

Colonel Clive, on his firft arrival, had wrote the 
Soubah, “ That Admiral Watfon, commander of the 
“ Kmg’s mvmcible fhips, and himfelf, a foldier, whofe 

conquefts m Decan might haie reached his ears, 

were come to revenge the mjuncs he had done the 
“ Englifh company , that it would belter become him 
“ to fhew his love of juftice, by making them ample 
“ fatisfadlion for all their foffes, than expofe his coun- 

try 



L E T T E R III 63 

** try to b<i the feat of war.” Such a haughty ftilc 
iftoiufhed him , he would not deign to anfwer it, but 
permitted Jagutfeat, and others of the great men, 
who had letters addrellcd to them to the fame pur- 
pofe, to anfwer them, and dircfted them to found our 
difpofitions and expedlations , and Jagutfeat’s agent in 
camp wrote, by his orders, to dclire the Colonel would 
fend a perfon, in whom he could confide, to treat 
with him, whofe coming he fliould wait at a place 
called Nabob Gunge, twenty miles from our camp , 
but the very fame day his van appeared, palling our 
army, as if on their way to Calcutta This had fo 
much the appearance of an intended infult or deceit, 
that the Colonel marched out, at the head of four 
hundred Europeans, and one thoufand Seapoys, with two 
field pieces , and toward the clofe of the cvemng, a 
cannonading enfusd, but the enemy was fo advantage- 
oufly polled, that the effecl was tnfiing on either 
fide, and night approaching, the Colonel returned to 
camp The Souboh, preterdmg to be ignorant of 
what had pafled, fent a meflenger to condufi to him 
whoever the colonel fliould think fit to fend, who 
fent Meflieurs WaHh and Scrafton to him In the 
mean time, under cover of this negotiation, the Sou- 
bah himfelf, with his whole army, pafled in fight of 
us, and encamped between our army and the town , 
which he ridiculoufly thought a maller-pieco of po^^ 
licy, on a falfe notion, that Calcutta, thus deprived 
of relief, mull fall into his hands, and our army 
would be then at his mercy The two gentlemen 
were much furprizcd to find, that the Soubah, m- 
ftead of waitmg at the place appointed, was already 
with his army m the fuburbs of Calcutta. Febr 4, 
1757, at feven in the evemng, the Soubah gave them 
audience in Omichund’s garden, where he affccled to 

appear 
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appear In great ftatc, attended by the beft loobng 
men amongft his officers, hoping to intimidate them 
by fo warlikt an aflembly After the firfi: compli-* 
ments, they tre.m dcfircd to retire, and acquaint his 
miniftcrs with their propofals Prior to any accom- 
modation, they infiftcd on the Soubah’s returning to 
the place from which he firft offered to treat, but 
finding the minifter friufflcd with them, they dcfircd 
a private conference with the Soubah But his Ex- 
cellencv judging from his own treacherous difpo- 
fition, was fo firmly perfuaded that they had private 
arms about them and wanted to affaffinate him, that 
he could by no means be brought to truft himfelf 
alone with them , fo that, findmg the Soubah only 
intended to amufe them, they pretended to be fabs- 
jjed, and de/ired to depart The Soubah difmilTsd 
them, telling them he expefled their return m the 
mommg, with full powers to finilh every thing, and 
defired, before they quitted the camp, they would go 
to the tent of Jagutfeat’s agent, who had fomething 
to communicate to them that would be very agreeable 
to the Colonel. 

The Soubah had given orders to detain them there, 
and propofed to affault the fort the next day; but 
fufpedUng his defign, they put out their lights, pufh- 
cd forward, and foon gamed the camp On report- 
ing their embafly to the Colonel, he determmed to 
attack the enemy at day-break , a refolubon that may 
appear rafh to many, for the Soubah’s army con- 
fifted of at leall: J eighteen thoufand •horfe, and fixty 

* The tenfl neareft the title ufirJIy grren the Soabali* 

^ Aj the immben differ fo widel\ froiri an acetiunt lattly pnbUihed, 

I think It ncccffary to I aj anthontv from the prefent Sojbiby 
who told me Surajah Dcm-b had in hu piy twenty thonCind horfe, and 
eighty thouCind foot, and aJ the Soobih ’iras not then engaged w any 
other viTf It IS reafoniblc to fnppo^ the grcatdl part of them vretc pr^- 
fent i and their appearance conhrmed this cocjefhiret 

thoufand 
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of our r-nall force I But the enemy fuffered mucTi 
more, having loft fi^ or feven hundred men, killed 
and wounded, a nth two general officers, befides a 
a aft number of o^cn, camels, horfes and elephants 
'1 hat there might be no doubt of our vnSlor)', our 
army marched out 'again m the evening to their for- 
mer camp, the route being within a irilc of the Sou- 
bah’s head quarters, though covered avith a wood , but 
the morning’s alarm had ftrucL fuch terror into them, 
that, far from attacking us, they aacre ready for con- 
fufed flight, avith a/hich we could not at that time 
be acquainted The greateft advantage we reaped from 
this aftion, aams in the effeft it had upon the Sou- 
bah, a\ho a\as not only intimidated by the boldncft 
of the attempt, but ftruck v/ith his ovm imprudence, 
m having expofed himfclf to be attacked at fuch a 
difidiantagc To ''dd to his uncafinefs, he thought he 
difcoacrcd fomc appearance of difaffeclion in fomc of 
his princip-'l officers, particularly in Mccr Jafficr, avhofc 
conduift 111 this affair had been a'cry myftcrious The 
Soubah's army pafied that night under arms, m con- 
tinual ppprehcnFion of being attacked , ■’nd early in 
the morning he fent a meflenger to enquire the caufc 
of our behaviour, and to renew the treaty , and, unde*' 
co\cr of this negotiation, he thought himfclf very 
happy m quitting the neighbourhood of Calcutta, and 
cncampi ig on a plain within fight of our army Had 
he continued there but one day longer, the Colonel 
intended to have had a battery on Ditm Dumma 
bridge, V Inch would ha/c commanded to the Lake, 
and jiut his army intirtly at oin merc}v Bua: now, 

D i'} fenflble of our own lofs, and ignorant of tl e 
cffcift It had 0 1 the cnem), vc gladly relieved tbe 
treat , \ hic'i la tv o da\s was figned by both par- 
hc'", '>nd of V hich the following arc the articles 

luft 
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Eirft wns n paper figiufying, that from tins lime 
hoftilities fhonld ceafe between his E? ccllency the Sou- 
hah of Bengal, Bahar and Onfia, and the Enghfh 
tompany j and that there fliould be perpetual friendlhip 
between them, which was figrted by the Admiral, 
Colonel, Governor, and council, on behalf of the com- 
pany, and one in the fame terms, delivered by the Soubah. 

Ai~tschs Jipted avd fialtd ly hts Ercdhncy Stnajah Dciv^a, 
SoAab if Be?, gal, Ba^ar, and OnJJiti, 
dated Febr'taty 9, lyS?* 

I Whateier rights and privileges the kihg has 
granted the Englifli company in their Phirmaunds,^ 
and HufbulhooLums,t fhall be acknowledged, and fland 
good , w'hatever villages ha\ e been given to the com- 
pany by the Phirmaunds, notw ithftanding they ha\e 
been witli-lield by former Soubahs, fhall be given up 
to them , nor fhall the Zemindars oppofe their taking 
polTeffion of thofe villages Ag) eed to 

IL All goods palling and repalTihg through the 
country, by land ot by W'ater, wnth Englifh dufhicks, 
fhall be exempted from any tax, fee, or imnofinon, 
of the Ganuvattas, Choqueedars, Zemindars, J or 
others! Agreed to 

III All the company’s fafiorics feizcd by the Sou- 
bah, fliall be returned , all tlie money, goods, and 
clFi-fts belonging to the company, their fervants and 
tenant^, which have been feized and taken bj tlis 
Soubah, fhall be reflored , and what has been plun- 
dered by his people, made good b} tne payment of ftich 
a fum of mone>, as his luftice fhall think reafonable 
/ will lejlore orh what has leai anotinted fa? in the go- 
K’e?-?i?}ient bosks 

* Patents or papers fjcneJ b\ tbc Tto^l 
•) Patent* O' paper? fign d l»> the Vizl-r 
J Officers beloDjjing to the Cudoms 
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IV The Compiny flnll be rllov/eJ to fortify 

Cilcutti, in fuch manner as they fli-’ll think projicr, 
\/ithout iniulrance or ohflru£lion Agreed tO/ 

V And to com ficcn-,* both of gold and filver, of 

equal finenefs with thofe of Muxadavad, which fiiall 
pafs current through the provinces Agreed to 

Then followed the Soubah’s fcal , and having fworn 
to fulfil the fame, Mccr Jafliier, and Roydullub, tvio 
of his general orticers, undcrfigncd it as fccuritics 

The Soubah then font the ufnal prefent to the 
Governor, Admiral, and Colonel, confifting each of 
an elephant drefs, and head jewel, v hich were rc- 
cci/cd by the Governor and Colonel, as reprefenta- 
tivcs of the company Mr Watfon, as rcprcfcntatnc 
of the King, refufed to accept the prefent , but re- 
ceived the Soubah's ofltcers who brought it in a 
very polite manner on board the Kent, and difplajcd 
Ao them Ins lov/cr tyre of thirty-two pounders, of 
which they made a dreadful report to their mailer, 
who not conceiving any great liking to his new friends, 
marched willi all hade to the capital, happily for his 
fubjccls, fomewhat humbled by his late defeat Mr 
Watts being well verfed in the country language, and 
ill their politics and culloms, accompanied the Soubah 
to attend tne fulfilling of the treaty 

I left the French deputies on their return to Chan- 
dcrnagorc, to confuit their principals on the extent 
of their powers The attack of Houghly, and the 
hady march of the Soubah, had impeded the negotia- 
tion, which they now refumed, having fird been tam- 
pering with the Soubah about a junilion with him, 
v/hich would certainly have taken place, lAd we not 
pudicd our adairs With fuch vigour In this in- 

Current ecu;: 
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tcnal arn\ed the certiin news of a declaration of ;\ar 
rgainfl: France , noU\ ithftandmg which it was long 
debated, whether it were not moft for the company’s 
intcrcft to accept the neutral it} f and fo far carried 
in the affirmatitc, that the majority w'erc for it, the 
articles drawn up, and nothing wanting, but Mr 
Watfon’s aoprobation, which feemed fo little doubted 
of, that part of the troops W'cre already ordered to 
embark for Madrafs, and the French deputies were 
fully perfuaded it was agreed to, and waited only the 
formality of execution but while things w'erc in this 
ftatc. Admiral Pocock arrived in the Cumberland, 
with the reft of the troops, and an unexpedled rein- 
forcement of three hundred men from Bombaj Admiral 
Watfon, apprehenfue he might be rcfledlcd on, (hould 
he neglcdl fuch an opportunity of diftrelhng the com- 
mon enemy, hefitated ftgning, and a profpeef of fur- 
ther troubles in the country determined him to delay 
it for the prefent The Afghuans, mountaineers who 
pofiefs Candahar and the mountains that duide Perlia 
fiom Hmdoftan, encouraged bv the fuccefs of Nadir 
Shah, entered the countiy avath fo powerful an army, 
commanded b\ an old officer of the Shalr’s, named 
Abdalia Caun, that the court of Pehh, unable to 
refift, fnbraittcd to the conqueror, and news now 
came, that he intended to aifit the caftern provinces 
1 his news alarmed the Soubah, who acquainted the 
colonel with it, and dropped fomc hints of wanting 
his afiiftancc The Colonel on the firft ad\ ecs, crofted 
the Ganges, which was equally coincnicnt, either to 
march to Cliandeniagore, or to the Soubah This 
new accident, together witli the adrices rccci cd from 
hlr Watts, decided the fate of the brcni-h iealement, 
b} determining the rcfult of the ncutraht, '\i' Wat s 
found, that the French had, la the pr^a al ng poaacr 
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of corruption, won over to their irttcreft ftvcral cour- 
tiers, who u, ere moft in the Soubah’s confidence, and 
had certain information, that the Soubah had v/rotc for 
Moiif Buficy, who commanded a large army m the De- 
pan , that we might be affured he would neicr fulfill the 
treaty, but would infalliblj join the French, and fall on 
us, whenever our fqiiadron and forces left the river, that 
the only way to prevent it, was, to attaci the French, 
while he \/as influenced by his fears of the Afghuans Mr 
Watts’s judgment \vill hereafter appear to be well 
founded, as the Soubah had already fent a large body 
of troops to aflift tlie French , had returned the two 
lacks of rupees taken from them the year before, 
and had entered into feme private negotiation with the 
brench goternor, v/hcrcin he promifi-d him the govern- 
ment of Houghly, a mint, and other advantages His 
cfpoufing their caufc fo v’armly, made us Hill cau- 
tious of pro\oling him too far, but Mr Watts made 
fo artful a ufc of his fears of the Afghuans, obferv- 
ing to him that we could netcr think of leaving our 
fcttlcmcnt to be attaci cd by the French in cafe he re- 
quired our aflfiftancc agaiiift them, that, partly by fuch 
arguments, and, taught by the French tlie power of 
money at the Soubali’s court, partly by a handfomc 
prefent of money to his firfl fccrctarj', he produced 
the following letter from him to Mr Watfon 

“ Your agreeable letter, acknowledging the receipt 
of mine, which you tell me has difpelled your 
“ anxiety , that you had hitherto forbore attacking the 
“ French, out of regard to me, that you had pre- 
pared rcafonablc articles , had fent for them, and 
“ told them to fign them, that tliey gave for an- 
“ fwer, if any future commander fliould difapprove 
“ them, they had not power to overrule him , that 
therefore peace had not taken place, with other 

dif- 
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“ difigrccahle circumftanccs , I ha\c rcccncd, and I 
“ ha\c well confidcred it If it lie true, tliat one 
“ Frenchman does not approve, and rliidc by a treat)' 
“ entered into by another, no confidence is to be 
placed in tlicm The refon of m) foibidding nar 
“ m my country is, I IcoL on the French as 
“ my own fubjcc^'s, becaufc thej have, m this affair, 
“ implored my protciSlion, lor winch reafon I wrote 
“ to ^ou to make peace with tliem, or elff I had 
“ neither pleaded for tlicm, nor protefted them But 
you are a generous and wife man, and well Imow 
“ if an cnem) comes to tou \ ith a clear heart, to 
“ implore )our merej, his life fl.ould be granted him, 
that IS, if )ou think him pure of heart, but if you 
“ miffnift his unccritv, act according ao THn 
*‘TIMEAV'DOtCASIOt ' 

This letter may be \cry veil undcrflood, as a con- 
ftnt to our attacking the 1 reach, though it certainly 
was never meant is futh , for he had not only hw 
colours fi}ing, and a bod) of men at Chandcrnago'c, 
but hrd ten thoufand men marclnng towards us, under 
the conaaand of Roydullub, who were advanced as far 
ns Placis, near tlnrty milci from the capifl , another 
of tour or fiic thoufand ftill neamr under the com- 
mand of Monicbchund But another well applied linbe 
to Nimcomar, the Goicrnor of Houghly, rcmoicd all 
obffacles , for it perfuaded him to w rhdraw the troops 
u idcr his command from Cbandcrnagore, and to w rite 
the Soubah, “ That as the French were by no means 
“ able to refill the Enghfli, he had therefore ordei-ed 
“ his troops to Houghly, left his vnftonoiis colours 
“ lliould be miolvcd m their difgracc ” This the 
Soubah approved of, and wrote to Rojdullub and 
Monicbchund to proceed no farther Thus, floating 
bchtccn his fears and wifties, he tliainefully abandoned 
’ E 4 thofe 
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tliofi. vhom he \’n5 hmintl, both for he: honour Tnil 
intcrcfl, to fupport , and not/ no fartlicr ohilaclc rc- 
imininp, Colonel Clite, vho v ns idvanccd almoft to 
the InniC; of Clnmlcrn-’^o-c, at if on his to join 
the Souhnh, iinmcJntclj l)cg;nu the fiege 

^'nc fort v.T. n regular fqiiarc, mounting twelve 1. cn‘\- 
four pounder on tnch Irflion, with fe^ crnl ennnon 
mounted tn linrhctic , n fine r • elm before the gate to the 
river fide, the ditch inip.rfcfl , no glacis , and but a 
fmall cfplanadc of about t'o 1 undreJ ■’nd fiftj jards 
and Ird of foldicrs, failorf, and other Luropcans, near 
fix liundred men in gar-ifan, bcfidcs three hundred 
good fcapo^o It \ as ii. veiled on the thirteenth of 
March The fourteenth tlic I rcncli abandoned their 
outvorlj, and from that time to the twnitj-fecond 

V ere mofllv cmplojcd in crcdling ta'o batteries, v hich 

V ere then and) On the t/ cnl) -third Mr Watfon, 
joined!)) Mr I’ococl , (v ho on liis Iliips •’rrival at Bal- 
Jafo'-c, hca-ing a h-t vas going forward, to partake of 
the glor) of the aCion, came up in a light boat, and 
lioiRed Ills flag on bo'rd the T)gcr) pafied the fliips the 
French had funk, o\ ing to their negleCl in fin) ing them 
fo V idc I's to leave a paflagc betv cen them, and at feven in 
the morning the fliips came a-brcall of the fort, and the 
land-battcrics were opened hor tvo hours it w is as 
blood) an engagement as an) during the \ hole war 
The Kent lay expofed to a terrible lire from the flank 
of the inland baftion, b) the tide failing, and preventing 
her coming to her proper flation In this a'tack, Cap- 
tain Speke, thcAdmird’s Captain, whofe w ife counfcls 
and ciitcrprifing fpirit contributed much to the great fuc- 
cefs of this little fqiiadron in India, had part of his leg 
earned away b) the fame ball that unfortunatcl) kille-d 
hts fon Mr Perraiilt, firft Lieutenant, and fcvcral 
other officers, v.crc Lllcd The Tyger alio fu/Tcred v'cry 

con- 
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confidcnbI\ in men nnd officers, and Mr PococL him- 
f(.lf rcccncd 1 llight \.otind But the French, h-'xing 
feven] sruns difinountcd , their panpet alnioft demo- 
Jiflitd b) tlie fire of the fliips, tlicir whole curtain en- 
filaded b\ the fire of our n ufquctri' from the tops of the 
houfes of the tov n, and a brcacli nearh made, capitu- 
lated, and had fii\curiblc terms gnnted them The 
arrra fufiered bn- ac-\ little, but the fquadron had •'bote 
n hundred and fort^ 1 ilLd and wounded The goods 
found in the anrehouie were fold for the benefit of tlie 
army and na\ a , ai'd produced about ten lacks of rupees. 
The fquadron returned to Calcutta, but tlie arm\ en- 
ermped at the back of Cliandemagurc Surajah Dow la 
teas in great agitatioti of mmd during the fiegc, fomc- 
tnnes thre-tening Mr "Watts, and fomctimcs careffinn- 
him, conform iblc to the news of the daj , but, when 
the fatal nc\ s of ihe furrender of the place was commu- 
nicated to him bv a letter from the Colonel, wherein 
he afenbed his fucccfils to the fat our of heat on and 
his Evccllcnn s aufpiccs, under which his arms had 
been fo fortunate, he alFcelcd to conceal his chagrin in 
outward demonfirations of lO), and aarotc the Colonel 
th^ moll pompous congratulations upon the occafion 
To complete hs confufion, he now rcccwcd tlie nevs 
of die Afgnuans return to their own country, having 
carried awaij ala oil as great a trCafu'c as Shall Nauir, 
and aKoof Monf Buire> s being ooligcd to return to quiet 
feme troubles tha* b^d broke out m tiie Dccan So that 
locking on us as liis onl) c lemies, and fcnfiblc of his 
folh in abandoning the Frciieh to us, he determined to 
protciS the fm-’ll rcirainder of them, winch was about 
i hundTd men, collcClcd together ■’t Call mbuza-, under 
the command of Monf Laws, and to dillcmblc his re- 
feiitmiiit, till the return of our fquadron and for..cs 
to the CO ill gaie mm -’ll opportunity to fall on us ag-'in, 

and 
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and c^tirpitc ns for c\cr IJiit ns the \%liolc tenor of his 
conduct flrongl} indicntcd, that he hnd \icn>s of farther 
fcrvicc from this body of French, Mr Watfon •^^^ox 
him, “ that if iic continued to protc£l the king’s enemies, 
“ lie would light up n flame in his countr), that all the 
“ waters of the Ganges fliould not quench ” Thus 
intimidated, he obliged the 1 rcnch to quit the protince, 
and to retire to Patna, \ here he kept tnem in refcnc 
againft the long \ ifhcd for moment, when the return 
ot our forces to t'nc cotft Ciould lease us expofed to 
his retenge From the time he heard that Chander- 
nagorc n as lalcn, he neter enjojed a moment’s peace 
of mind His imagin-’tion was ever haunted bj dread- 
ful notions of the 1 mg’s Ihips, which he was told, 
and % as idle enough to b.licre, could be brought up 
the Ganges, clofc to his capital, and, to prevent it, 
1 c d''mmed un the mouth of the Caff.rbuzar nver 
'I o cncrcfc his •'pprehenfions, our army flill con- 
tinued in canp near Hougl 1’ Thefe circumflances, 
togctlicr with the mo'tiltc'’iion of refunding the plun- 
der of Calcuit*, and the repeated demands of the 
French, v.ould fomctimcs make his anger burft out 
from under the veil of diflSmulalion v ith which he 
crdcav cured to cover it In one of thofc tranfports, 
he determined to break v ith us, and ordered Mccr 
Jaffitr, Viith a large bod} of troops, to join thofe at 
Placis, promifing him a reward of ten lacks of rupees 
t’ne day he returned viftonous , and fent for Mr 
Lav.s to come down immediately from Patna, for that 
he wa- determined to fall on us, and turned our cac- 
quccl out of the durbar But thefe fits of valour 
V\ ere of fhort duration , his fears again prev ailed , the 
march of die troops v as coimtcrmandcd , the vacqueel 
honoured v 'itlj a drefs , Mr Watts carefied ^ and his 

^ The aOTj'any s rcyrci^ntiuvc a the Nabob - du-b-r o- coo-t 
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revenge fmothercd, till it might blaze forth witli more 
fecunt}'- But he had now given fuch ftrong indica- 
tions of his refolution never to forgiie us, that Co- 
lonel Clive, nccclfilatcd by the(e repeated proofs of the 
Soubah’s perfidious intentions, recommended to Mr. 
Watts the forming of a party to join us, in cafe 
things fhould come to extremes, which many circum- 
ftances concurred to facilitate The Soubah, by the 
fuenty and capricioufncfs of his temper, had made 
himfelf mant fecrct enemies, both in his court and 

am) The old miniftcrs of his prcdeccflors were ob- 
liged to gi\c wav to new fa\ ounces, chofen from the 
dregs of the people , and there w as hardly one of them 
but had, in his {bits of pafllon, been threatened wath 
death , \\ hile mutual miftruft pre\ ented their takmg 

an) meafurcs for tlicir prefervauon At laft one of 
them, named Coda Yar Caun Laittc, thinking there 
was more confidence to be placed m us than in his 
own countramcn, fent a mefiage to Mr Watts, that 
he had fomcthing of great importance to communi- 
cate to him, and w ,fhed to fee him Mr Watts was 
too clofcly iratchcd by the Soubali’s fpies, to aenture 
hinif-lf, but font one Omichund to him, who was 
an agent under him To him he opened his mind 
frech, acquainting him with his own danger, allured 
him the Soubah \ ws finnl) bent on extirpating us , 
and made a tender of his femccs Omienund con- 
firmed him in his fears of the Soubah, and gate him 
hopes his propofals \ ould be accepted A few da* s 
after, Mr AVatts was agrccahh furpnfed to recene 
propofils of the like natii'-c from Meer Jaffier, a ge- 
neral of the firfi rank, and rear!) related to the Sou- 
bah, b) hia ma-rrge with Alhihcrdc Caun s ffter 
I hat c before menuoned, that this gentleman n vf- 
tcrious corduA in the lift battle, where he kept bim- 

felf 
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^nd the £;cnt)cn5''n below -mih it, «Io irnr'cdntel) 
imponcrcil luni to tj-cat, and fettle tlic plan of opc- 
ntions V ith Mccr 1-flitr Mr Wntt^ bad an iiitcr- 
Mcu V Ith Mccr JifTir, ^ ho repnfented to him, that 
nothing could be done v hilc tlic iSabob’s army u-s 
in the fitlJ, ns it frpn*nitcd Jiin from the lieads of 
Ins pnrit, and hindered him from concerting proper 

nicafuris 
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tneafures with him It was agreed therefore, to lull 
the Soubah into a firm perfuafion of our peaceable 
intentions, and to try, by difilmulation, to remo\,e 
this obftacic For this purpofe, the Colonel ordered 
the army into quarters, and wrote the Soubah, “That 
“ while the armies continued m the field, their enemies 
“ would be endeavouring to interrupt that pcrfefl har-' 
“ mony and fnendfliip which fubfifted between them, 
“ that he had therefore put his army into quar- 
“ ters , and, though he had no rcafon to doubt his 
“ Excellency’s flridl adherence to, and full compliance 
“ with, all the articles of the treaty, yet, neverthelefs, 
“ he wilhed he would difappoint thofe hopes their 
“ mutual enemies entertained, by withdrawing his ar- 
“ my from Placis, and that he would hallen the paj - 
“ ment of the money, and other articles of the treaty ’* 
The Soubah was glad to be freed from the uneafinefs 
our army gave him by being in the field, thanked the 
Colonel for this proof of his fnendfhip, and promifcd 
to put his troops into quarters But thefe words were 
too inconfonant to his fehemes, to be followed by ac- 
tions, for he ftill cohtinued his army encamped, and 
prolonged to the utmoft the execution of the treaty 
By the happy ufe of an unexpefted event, this ob- 
ftacle was remoted, and the Soubah became the dupe 
of his own projeQs 

The Mharittas, hearing of the troubles in Bengal, 
and thinking it a proper opportunity to annex fo 
rich a province to their, already too, extenfive empire, 
wrote to the governor of Calcutta, the following 
letter 


Baila- 
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Ballnjccroxv Seili s Bajrrcy, vtzir to Rav Riyn) , Irdij't' 
to Rajah Sthoi, ficm Hydrrlad, to Ro"<r DtrJt 
enrr cf Calc ilta 

“ I have a long time xmAki! For rrcctmg\ ithjouj 
V Inch tlic great diAuicc lias prutntcd, e,cr) tiling 
“ profpers \\ ith me , ->nd it is ms u ifh that fuceef' 
‘‘ attend jou, v'lth long life aid h^ppintfs Your 
“ misfortunes base been related to me In I’agoojc, 
fon to Janoogee Alakc jourfclf cafs, and be my 
“ friend. Send me jour propofals, fucli as jou imagine 
mas be for tiic bcA , and, s itli the Disinc afiif- 
tance, Sumfeer Caun Bliadrc, and Ragoo Dabooj 
*' fon to Bajorej, fiiall enter Bengal s/itli a hundred 
“ and ts’ ent) thoufand horfc , brfides, there arc other 
“ forces Aiall be read) at jour call, if jou base need 
“ of thcm< basing s'rotc to Meu Caun to proceed to 
JOU, sslicnescr jou fliall v rite to linn to that 
“ cfredl Whata'cr goods .and riches sou base lofl 
“ in Bengal, the double of its saluc fhall be rtflorcd 
“ bv me Do not, on any account, mahe peace 
s.ith the Nabob In a fev dajs my forces fhall 
enter Bengal, and the trade of that province fhall 
" be cntirclj jours Govmroj svill relate to sou 
farther particulars To him coranunicate s* h'’t force 
you base need of, and due regard fhall be paid td 
j'our dirtclionsj The French fhall not remain m 
” Bengal Your forces fhall 1 cep them out by feaj 
mine bj land ” The perfon mentioned in the letter 
had a private conference ssith Colonel Clisc, ss herein 
he confirmed the contents The Colonel’s firft reflec- 
tion was, that this might poflibly be ah intention of 
the Soubah to found his intentions , s hen fuddenlj", 
s ith that quid nefs of thought by which he is fd 
diflmguiflicd on all emergencies, he determined to turn 
the llratagcm on the head of the ms enter, bj fending 

the 
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the Icrcr to tlic Soulnh which, ifhis fufpic oii3 

were woulJ cleccivc tlic Soubali into a firm [iwf- 
fuafion, that a c liad no icaloufy of his dtfi”ns , or. 
If the letter \ as real, \/ould awe him by the fear 
of fo powerful an alliance ]\Ir Scrafton was acct'“J- 
inch difpatchcd with thefe propofah, accompanied by 
a letter from the Colonel , in a.hich lie wrote him, 
“That notwithftandtng he had put the arm^ no 
“ quarters, and gnen caerj proof hi^ R\ceilency coull 
“ require of his firm intentions to obferic the p.acc, 
“ he was not jet fo hanpj as to gam his E\ccl- 
“ knej’s confidence, a>ho fli’l 1 opt •’ large array cn- 
“ camped at Placis, \ Inch kemed to hang lik- an im- 
“ pending Aorm o cr onr he^Js , 1 cpt the prbainccs 
“ alarmed , and prv.\catcd the merchants from 'cfort- 
“ mg to Cakutu 1 hat he had but oik proof inona 
“ to gn c bra o‘ h s fmcc^’ty, \ Inch the boater \ ould 
“ acci lint him aMtIi It that would not luTict, h- 
“ Ihould thiiih himfclf for cier baniflied from his 
“ confidence •'ad fncnJfli p ” 

Tnc Souba't, who had been informed bj bis fpics 
of the intcmcv beta cea the Colonel and the Mha- 
ratta "'gent, and of Ins kttcr being on the a\Ty, a 'as 
impatient to know the contents hlr AVatts intro- 
duced Mr Scrafton to the Soubah, and thej' found 
h'm accompaa ed by Naranfmg, die head Ipj, I\Ionich- 
ebund, '•nd Jagutkat The Soubah affefted to be 
chamaed a 'th the Colonel’s letter, winch i as enforced 
bj cacrj' argument fintable to the occafion , he c^- 
prefied forre uouDts of the Colonel’s (ancenta , but found 
birafcif obliged to put oa the appearance of coaa ic- 
tion, a hen the Mharatta’s letter aa as dclive-ed to him / 
Haa ing read it, he broke fo'^h into load acclamations 
to the Colonel’s prsifc , and, thinking now to deceive 
us bj tins feigned confidence, faid, he V ould c"dcr his 
, army 
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army into quarters , and did not doubt but our fleet 
and army would quit the country as foon as the fea- 
fon would permit} and defired we would go to Rajah 
Mohemloll, his prime mmiflcr, to whom he had given 
orders to finifli our affairs , and immediately ordered 
the troops into the citj 

The miniftcr afted the fame part as his mafler, 
but, like an old praiftitioner in miniflenal arts, pro- 
pofed, that the Colonel /liould fend up a difeharge iri 
full of all fums ftipulatcd by the treaty, though nothing 
w^ yet determined v/ith refpeft to the thirty'-cight 
aillagcs,* and aery little progrefs made in the reft of 
the treat}, and that by' the time it amacd, the av hole 
fhould be difeharged The Soubah returned the Co- 
lonel a faaourablc anfaver* and told the gentleman who 
earned the letter, that he c\pe£led him back in a aveek 
With the defired difeharge, and then he a/ould rc- 
arard him avith great prefents and honours. 

Eaery thing was now in a fair aawy , the PJacis 
army broken up and put into quarters , and Mecr 
Jafficr, after haaing confulted aaith Roydullub and the 
heads of his party, concluded the folloaving treaty' with 
Mr Watts, and promifed to join us as foon as the 
armies drew near each other We, on our parts, pro-* 
mifed, by the blcffing of God on our arms, to mal c 
him Soubah of the three proiinces 

’Treaty executed hy Meer Mabunud y offer Cauii Btihnder . 

I fwear by* God and the Prophet of God, to abide by 
the terms of this treaty a hilft I ha\c life f 

Treat}' made with Admiral Watfon, Colonel Cine, 
and the other Counfellors Mr Drake and Mr Watts 

♦ See the firft article of the trat\, page 67 , 

•j- Thefe words ere \y'nttcn in hii ovn h-nd, at the bcpnmng of the 
TreaU, and were onderfi^ned him 


Art I 
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Art I Wlntc\ cr articles w tre •'greed upon in the time 
of peace with the Nabob Surajah Dowia, I agree to 
complj with 

II The enemies of the Enghfh -re enemies, 
whether thej be Ind'-ii'; or Europeanc 

III All the eficdU and f'£Io-ae^ belonging to the 
French m the pro\ nice of Bengal, the paraditc of na- 
tions, and Bahar, -nd Ontia, Ihall remain n tne pofTef- 
Iion of thcLnglilh, nor \ali I crer allow them anj more 
to fettle m the three pro; inces 

IIII In confide ation the logics v hich the Enghfli 
Compant ha\c fuPnmcd b\ the c-pturc ard plunder of 
Calcutta b\ the Nabob, and the charecs occafioncd by 
the maintenance of the force-, I will guc them oneCrorc 
of rupees 

V For the effeefs plundered from the Englifh inha- 
bitants at Calcutta, I agree to gi\c fift\ lacks of rupees 

VI For the ciTeCls plundered from the Gentoos, 
Moors, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, t^'xn^ lacks 
of rupees fhall be given 

VII For the eftedls plundered from the Armcn.an in- 
habitants of Calcutta, I will giv c the fum of fev cn lacks 
of rupees 

The diftnbution of the fums allotted to the Enghfh, 
Gentoo, Moo’-, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, fhall 
be left to Admiral Watfon, Colonel CIiv e, Reger Drake, 
William Watts, James Kilpatrick, and Ricnara Beecher, 
Efquircs, to be difpofed of b} them, to whom they 
think proper 

VIII Within the ditch v h cn fuTounds the borders 
of Calcutta arc tracts of land belonging to fev cml Ze- 
mindars , befides tliefe, I will grant to the Enghfh Com- 
pany fix hundred wards v itkojt the ditch 

VIIII All the land h mg fouth of Calcutta, as far as 
Culpee, fhall be under the Zemmdary of the Englifli 
Company, and all the oncers of thole parts fhall be 
' F under 
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to them , that his Excellencj’^ had not tliought fit to 
“ fet anv value on tlic fncndflup of the Englifli, but 
had in every thitig difcouragcd as much as poffible the 
“ compan) ’s bufinefs, by turning their t aqueel difgrice- 
“ fully from his prcfcnce, refufing free pafiage to the 
" Englilh through his countr)', intercepting their trade, 
“ and fcarchmg their fadlory at Cafiiirbuzar for am- 
“ munition and warlike {lores, on pretence of their in- 
“ tending an attempt on his litc, in the time of pro- 
" found peace, threatening them \ntli an inflant rupture, 
“ if they did not fubmit to the learch , that thefc were 
“ but tnfles, compared to his open and avotved protcc- 
“ tion of the King’s enemies, of vihich his letters to 
" Monf Bufley, wrote but a few da}s after his entering 
“ into a folcmn treaty with us, muting him to his coun- 
“ try, was a flagrant proof, that his proteflion and 
“ allowance of ten thoufand rupees per month, to 
“ Monf Laws, and many other circumflanccs, were not 
“ only fo many deviations from the treaty, but c\ ident- 
“ ly Ihewed his Evccllcncy’s intention to fall upon 
“ the Englifh, as loon as the abfence of their troops 
“ might expofe them to it, that the mam article of 
“ the treaty t as infrmgcd, in his proffering only a 
fifth part of the fum paid into the trealuty, for the 
“ plunder of Calcutta, and yet demanding a difchargc 
“ for the whole The Colonel complained bitterly of 
io man) infults put upon him, and reminded tlic bou- 
“ bah how different liis owm conduct was, when called 
“ upon to allift him againfl the Patcans, He folemnlyde- 
“ dared, his intentions were to have fought for him 
“ to the lafl drop of his blood , but feeing his E\ccl- 
“ lenc) find chofen his fnends Jrom among his enemie«, 
“ and had in e\er) refpeul deviated from his engage- 
ments, he had determined, v ith the approbation of 
“ all \ ho a ere charged witii the company’s affairs, to 
“ pifocccd immediatd) toCaffimbuzar, end fubmit tlieir 
t a “ dilputcs 
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“ difputcs to the arbitration of Mccr JafHcr, Roydulluh, 
“ Jagutfeat, and others of his great men That if 
“ It fliould be found, that he, the Colonel, had deviated 
“ from the treaty, he then fwore to give up nil further 
“ claims, but, that, if it appeared his Excellency had 
“ broke It, he fliould then demand fatisfadtion for all 
“ the lolTcs fuftaincd bv the Enghfli, and all the char- 
‘6 ges of their army and navy , and concluded with 
“ telling him, that the rams being fo near, and it re- 
“ quinng many days to receive an anfwcr, he had found 
“ it ncceflary to wait upon him immediately.” 

There are fome affairs alluded to, which I thought 
too trifling to mention in the courfc of this account 
Some hours before the Soubah had received the Co^ 
loncl’s letter, Mr Watts, and the gentlemen of Cafllm- 
buzar, had made their cfcape by a fpeedy flight, which 
left the Soubah no further doubt of our intentions 
And here let me paufc a little, to do juflicc to the 
eminent fcrvices the public received from Mr Watts, 
in the courfc of this great affair , his admirable affiduity 
and penetration, in difcovcring the Soubah’s treacherous 
negociation with the French, the right judgment he had 
formed of the Soubah’s intentions to extirpate us, when- 
ever the abfence of our forces gave him the opportunity , 
and his great firmnefs and conftancy, in remaining m 
the Soubah’s capital, even after our army had begun its 
march, redound greatly to his honour 

Affairs between the Soubah and Mccr JalHer were now 
at a crifis Some of the few who were faithful to the Sou- 
bah, affured him it was at Mccr Jafficr’s mftigation that w'e 
marched up, and advifcd him to fall on him immediately, 
but others of Mcer Jaffier’s party, who were m his confi- 
dence, perfuaded him to make up the breach forthc prcfciit, 
and defer his dcfigns to fome more favourable occafion If 
the Soubah erred before in abandoning the French, he 

dodbly 
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to be CApofcd to the ifiuc of a battle Millruft of his 
own army, and the dread of an enemy, who had before 
defeated him, made him prefnge the ^ orff, and a trifling 
circumftancc, tvhich he took for an ill omen, confirm- 
ed liim in his fears It is indeed the c{Fe£t alone which 
tan excufe my mentioning it 

As he was fitting in his tent, the evening before the 
battle, revolving in his mind the doubtful ilTuc, his at- 
tendants imperceptibly left him one by one till he was 
alone , when a fcllos/ entered, unpcrcci’'ed by the 
Soubah, and earned off the gold top of the hookah 
he was fmoaking, and cut off fomc of the broad-cloth 
of his tent It fliocktd his foul to think, that he, 
whofc frowns v,crc death but m the morning, fhould 
now be fo little feared He called for his attendants, 
and cried, with great emotion, “Sure tlicy fee me dead ” 
However, with an appeannee of compofurc, ill fuit- 
cd with the pangs he felt, he ordered the dsfpofition 
of his army, and began his march before da) -break 
Ours, after a mofi: fatiguing march from five m the 
evening till one in the morning, winch was abfo- 
lutely ncceflar), in order to be poficfTcd of Piacis town 
and grove before the enemy could reach it, halted m 
the grove till day-break, when the Soubah's army ap- 
peared narchmg from their fortified camp befqrc-men- 
tioned, and what vnth the number of elephants all 
covered with f arlct cloth and embroidery, their horfc 
with their dravn fwords glifiering in the fun, their 
heavy cannon drawn by s aft trains of oxen, and their 
ftandards flying, they made a moft pompous and for- 
midable appearance And their difpofition, as well as the 
regular manner m s/hich they formed, feemed to fpeak 
greater fkill in war than we expedted from them But 
what avails pomp and parade, where the heart is not fired 
by loyalty to its prince, or love to i^s country ^ 
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fix in t’lc mornin-, lu 23, tlic cn'-in) uis ilif- 
co^c^c^l rmrching in 1 cictp coUinm from ihcir old 
cnmp Between c\cr\ brd\ of Emr or ii\i. tlioufand 
v.'t: a part of their artilltr\ In this order they con- 
tinued marching as if thi> iiUndcd to fiirround us, 
as far as the river would permit, Init as foon as their 
rear wns got oat of the camp, ilicv halted, and a 
body of about fft\ French advanced in front of the 
red, their ofhe^r celling ou in vai.i lor fonie of tlic 
Soubah’s troops to follow him For Inch w^s their 
nuflrufl: of each o‘nc', tha no commander daTd to 
venture on fingl), for fe^r fo'"- o'ber commander, 
fvtfl cJlcd of attach ver‘ to us, Hioiild fill on him 
T licfe advainccd under co v' 01 "n cimncnc.., to within 
about five hundred pace- of us, and then beg’n a 
general cannonading Our lut'e arms vvi. at lirlt 
drawn up widioiu the ban, which lur'oandcd the 
grove, but we foon found fuch a fliower of balls pour- 
ing upon us from tlicir nlw pieces of cannon, mod 
of which V cm th’',v v o and tv.cntj four pounders, 
that VC rcvircd under co.cr of the bank, leaving two 
field puces vuhout, whillV the ctl’cr four kept pla\- 
ing througn the breaches in thcb'iik In tins pofturc 
both arm -s remained till about twelve, when a heavy 
Ihov cr o'” ra n fJling, the cnems s horfc advanced, as 
if thev m ■’lit to mV e the ad antage of it but when 
tbej found our field-pieces 1 cpt firing, notw ithdand- 
ing the rain, it checl ed tl ,ir "’rdour The run ccafing, 
tne caniionadingcontinutd till •’oout four in 'he afternoon, 
V hen the} began to retire to their old camp, their artillcr} 
ma'ching in firft And now v c took notice of a large 
boJ) on our left, mo mg in fuch a manner, as to 
make It doubtful whether their aim was to poflels 
thcmfelvus of the v illagc on our left, cr v hether they 
were friends, and wanted to join us However, as no 

F 4 fignvl 
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fignal had been agreed on, owing to the mifcamagc 
of a mcFcnger v/ho had been difpatched to us in the 
morning by Meer Jaffier, we kept them at a diftance 
with our field pieces When ill their artillery was 
got wjtnin their camp, Major Kilpatrick moved for- 
ward with about two hundred whites and three hun- 
dred fcapoys, ard pofTefled himfelf of the eminence, 
where the French had been, till they retired with the 
reft. On this motion, the enemy feemed inclmed to 
come out again on the plain , but Colonel Clive or- 
dering all our fire to be direflcd agalnft their oxen 
and drivers, after fcveral attempts they were obliged 
to give over, and feveral large bodies of horfc began 
to advance on us, and take pofieflion of an adjacent 
eminence, but we prcfently obferved their elephants 
unruly, and great confufion amongft them The Co- 
lonel, conceiving this the moment on which the fuc- 
cefs of the day depended, inmcdiatcly ordered the 
eminence and their camp to be allaulted by the ad- 
vanced body, and the whole army to march forward 
The enemy flood their ground at the eminence, long 
enough to receive a general volley, when they faced 
about with great precipitation , and feme of their am- 
munition blowing up, juft as Colonel Clive was march- 
ing up to their camp, it put them into fuch a con- 
fufion as made them incapable of rcfiftance, and the 
rout became general Their camp, baggage, and can- 
non, all fell into our hands , and we continued the 
purfuit all night Thus was this glorious and decifivc 
viftory obtained with the trifling lofs of about feventy 
men killed and wounded on our fide, and about five 
or fix hundred on the enemy’s 

One great caufe of our fuccefs was, that in the 
very beginning of the aftion, we had the good for- 
tune to kill Meer Modun, one of the Soubah’s beft 
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'’"1(1 niort I uililiil (ifiiccr, \ hich (IriicL fi ch n tciror 
iinii lim, lint hr fciit for Mr^r I'lhcr, threw hia 
tuilmul "t hi^ fret, niJ tiilJ him \eith n nwfi dcjecltj 
conn cinmc, “ ! In> it wii lie that mufl pwi c£l tint 
“ ti h- 1(1 ' \\ hrtlicr tin in i cd Mccr Ii^cr- 
cnnpaTioi, or In' | cihtieJ 5 wctc to faic ■’ppcrr'iirci 
uiili hoih jaitu'., r tiiiccrtnn, hut lie did not olFcr 
to 10)1 t', « il, \ lo'c ihc L( lo ic! a no c adtifiin 
Inn !■> piifli f> "( nd, lor tin' the Inttlc uar nu< c 
I’n 1 h-'l run In c ca tli in clfc lie ficpl neuter 
du'in" tl’c \ hole leiio i 

De^', c ndfc. Ind i(t t'lcn fuel) pofTriTion of tlic 
Siutvli' foul, tin he left tie field -ii four in tic 
cnciir" en >n ilcplmt, a-d m-uc fuel) 1 '’c, tint 
lews hit '’e'* c"c r*' the fi ft that car icd the ncu^ 
of his dcTv U to the c"pua!, which he reached tint 
)itj,h hirer J 'Tc"’ tfoap> retired ilnsh -nd -cpti- 
laiiv ftvini the fcld of ■’Jlion, m’ichinp wide of the 
re'^ of t’'c Soiihah j , "ad hil'cd a feas mi le 

from us In the notinnp the Cs'lnncl fent Om r 
a ' Ioo--man p-riicul-'l attached to nicer J il- 
ficr, end Mr i)ef-'':o i, to conduiH him to ])ai i - 
po'c, where he haltssl that in"ht As; fi><'i) as lie 
fa t'-c rnefTenr-'s, he ausanced forwa-d v ith hi 
fon to meet them, hut wa^ far from tcflifjiin that 
joy shich mi lit ha c been cxpcJled l’rc’'ihh, hred 
up m tlic tmchcrous court of /illwhcrdc C-’iin, he 
harbou'cd fon-c fufpicion ih"t the Colonel mnht rc- 
fent Ins condiu? ii not loi iiii" him eonfon •’bl, to 
li s pronufes , for afterwards wlien the guards drew 
cu' to rcc"nc him 's he pafied, he fla-teJ "i if he 
thouglit It was all o\cr wi.h him, nor did hn ceiin- 
tcnancc brighten up, till the Coloud emoreced h m, 

* To hire ilic I 1 C.J unroKf-J i *i I Ij Ihiircfi*! m a run of 

rj-i 
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payment of the ^vholc fum, he would have nothing' 
left wherewith to fupport his dignity, or fecurc liis 
power T. he Colonel therefore, fcnfiblc it v ould tar- 
niflr the glor)' of our fucccflcs, fhould we diftrefs the 
Soubah at fo critical a time, thought it more confid- 
ent with the general intercft to accept of one half by 
the lad; day of Oftober, and to agree, that the re- 
tnamder fhould be paid within the compafs of three 
years, by equal payments eicry fix months Befides 
what was dipulated by the treaty, the Soubah was 
plcafcd to make a prefent to the Governor, the Colo- 
nel, Committee and Council, and thofe who had mod 
contributed to our wmiidcrful fuccefs , and, before they 
parted, the Soubah, the Colonel, Jagutfeat, and Roj- 
dullub, entered into a folcmn engagement mutually to 
fupport each other againft all enemies arhatfoever And 
now all our fufpicions of the pcrfidioufncfs of Sura- 
jah Dow la proted well founded , for we found in his 
fecrctary’s hands, copies of letters to Mcflrs Buficy 
and Daws, in one of which, dated in February, a few 
days after his fweanng a folcmn peace with us, he 
prefies Monf Buficy to fend him two thoufand men, 
under the command of trufty officers , and in another, 
invites him with his whole force into his country 
And he vmtes to Mr Laws, in Apnl, to defire him 
to come down immediately, for that he was determm- 
ed to fall upon the Englilh Thus we fee it %vas 
vnth no lefs juftice than prudence, that we fufpeft- 
cd the Soubah’s treachery , &nd it appears how nc- 
ceflary it tvas for us to hate guarded againft it, at a 
time when wre wanted the full proofs viiftory' now 
threw into our hands For nothing can be more evi- 
dent, than that if we had tnifted to the fiattenng ap- 
pearances he endeavoured to amufc us with at the 
time of the tedious negociation that prcceeded the 
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•to nppcar in arms, but being difco\crcd by the coj 
tremor of Rajamaul, Mccr Jafficr’s brother, he wis 
furrounded, and adtice of it reaching the Soubih, he 
immediately fent his fon to take him pnfoncr, and 
bring him to the city, avherc he amred on' the foprth 
of July at night, unknown to the Colonel, mdSv'as 
pmatcly put to death by the Soubah’s order, who 
came in the morning to apologize for having taken 
fuch a ftep without confulting him, and to palliate 
an adl which he was fciifible the Colonel would highly 
difapprovc It avas not till many months after, that 
we became acquainted wath all the circumhances of 
his death, which were as follovs On his arrnal at 
the city, the Soubah held a council of his moll in- 
timate friends, about the difpofal of him, v ho all 
agreed, that it would be dangerous to grant liim his 
life, and that he Ihould immediately be put to death, 
left the Colonel's clemency and moderation Ihould plead 
for his prcfervation Sunyah Dowla received the dread- 
ful fentence trembling , he wept bitterl} , and plead- 
ed hard for life on any terms , but, v hen he found 
all mtreaty in vain, he dcfircd only a delay of a few 
moments to wafh and fay his prayers His mcrcilcfs 
executioners flung a pot of water over him, and dif- 
patched him with their fwords His remains were cx- 
pofed on an elephant round the cit) , and then interred 
near the tomb of his grandfather 

Revenge feems glutted by fo tragical a cataftrophe, 
and compaifion for a while takes place But though 
w e may commiferate his unhapp) fate, let us not for- 
get how juftly he deferved it From his firft ob- 
taming power under his grandfather, he had ever made 
It fubfement to ambition, revenge, and cruelt} His 
treacherous aflaflination of Hoflcin Coolej Caun, and 
bis nephew, the wanton cruelty and injufticc of at- 
tacking 
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ticking the EnglilE, who, h. ilic nrni-nrv. wc-'Ith they 
hid \c r!\ hvu; ht i i tl ici tti for n ccntiirj- 
jfil, li i Tv-'i!, contnhiiic 1 to it rich inJ Jioiinfli- 
111 1 Jti., "iicl ccr a hU Ina none nothinc; to imke 

tliin 'he ch,eJ’ of his itltnii cii , b t -hme all, the 
d." ''X o! tliL ^vntlvnKii in j'rfii, for which, though 
rot o^cafortJ h his 'nrred ate cr e', when he was 
told ol It in the morning, he icll l vd no concern (■'rd 
t\cp tb"! right hate f t^J the 1 tc^ cf nnin \ ''o 
had fomc little liie left in th. n, ■'lui ini^Iit h c hcan 
rtc-'te'cj D, Ih.ding --tid pn p' 'r care) hut fui cred, 
if 1 w did not order them, to Le thro . i with tl c tie'-J 
iiuo the Cucii , tliefc crueltiej called aloud 1 (eie'c 
jufbicc and tet, I date fat, tttn tl.cL \ i-r^ tv fliort 
of a ha, we fhoiild li c fuliewd, Ivd he hc-n cc”- 
oncror at PEeis , Itv ihe'-e ta:s found n his ftandifh, 
a lil^ of thirteen of Ins courtiers wlu'in he lial deeral 
to dc’th, •’t'd It s I rol 'ble he woilJ lu, hate fiicwn 
mare r.c-ca to n Hi- fivort reign o. on!) oicte r 
V -s p_ri d in twr, ■’nu n flceeing and puniniing tiioK, 
\ ho, in the Hte --ign, Ird b.en ef 1 is .i>als pt' , 
He V as r p'’e ou'', p-odiual, a td anb tieus , but his 
ambuioii h d iicitl’er flour nor t.iluem to funoort 
K h et u-auali'icJ os he wa', it is thoUj,ht i - 'iircJ 
a' the ccn^’ie*’' o D..hli •’iid 'c whoL cnip re, for 
he w>s preparing a ira^nifi^^nt thron., -nd in caJ^J 
fiorth to hate 'fiumcd ilie file of blvts, o' 1 1 1 _ 
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\crt one of the mofl po^vc^l government? o'" Afia, 
nna to fccure to him the pofieiEon of the throne of 
Aurengzebe. WTio could then have been fargume 
enough to flatter hrmlelf witn the hopes of feeing the 
wealth of the trnmt’s cap’tal, the fh-its of many rears 
eafiem opprelHon, txansferred to that fettlement le had 
fo proiicly overthrovm but s f(r~ months befo'C al- 
mofl: m an. inlfcmt ! 

Thefe glonoas fuccefles have brought near three 
millicns fterlmg to tre natron , for, proper^ fpeah- 
ina:, almoff: the rrhoie of the immenfe fum? received 
from the Soubah, finall** centers in England So 
great a proportion of it fell into the companv's nand«, 
■either &om their oven Ihare, or hr f_ms pnd mto the 
treafuTT at Calcutta for hills and receipts, that tney 
have been enabled to carry on tne w'cle trade of 
IniLa, Cnma excep'ed, for three years together, wntn- 
out fendmg out one ounce of bulhon I'aft fums 
ha" e been alfo remitted through the bands fo^ign 
comparacs, wh ch weigh in the balance of trace to 
tneir amount in our faiour with flicn fo-eign nations 
And to thefe let me add, the rmfch ef dcre to our 
enemies the Frecen, now totallv dni-en oat Fom thofe 
fettlcments which were the only fupport of the*' In- 
dji trade. 

Nodimg was now wanting to complete our fuc- 
cefs, b_t to get the Souhah conflrmed from court , 
for the better ohtaming of which tne Colonel vno'e 
a letter to the Emperor to the following purport, 

A xiich •was accompanied bv another nearlv m the farre 
Itrain firom the Soubah , “That the Englifit had 
“ been long fettled in thefe countries, by virtue of a 
“ phirmauid from the e-rperor FurrucKfeer , and Cal- 
“ ci-tta was become a very gwat and populous p’acc, 
“ and Its merchants earned or a trade wn ch ennehed 

“ the 
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** the ^\hoIc countr} , tint the) hnd altrays li\cd in 
“ perfeifl hirmon\ and fncndflnp with the Soubali of 
'* the pro\incc, until the death of Mahabut Jung, 
“ who v'as fuccccded b) Sunjah Dow la, who, e\cn 
“ before he had reccncd the ro)"!! confrmation, with- 
“ out'an) caufc or notice gnen, fell on the Englifh, 
“ w ho, being deftitutc of all the implements of v ar, 
“ were entirch defeated , that he took Calcutta and 
“ plundered it on the twentieth of June 1756, and 
“ put to death in one night all the great men, ard 
other Enghlhmen, who fell into his hands , that 
“ Admiral Watlon and himfclf, bo.h fen ants of the 
“ knit; of England, were come to rcicngc thefe in- 
“ juries with a powerful arm) , that they had re- 
polTefied thcmlches of the nuns of Calcutta, and 
dro\e his people from Houghl) , thatSura)'>h Dow la, 
“ priding himfclf in his number^, came down ag^inft 
“ them with a great arm), which, by the bleffing of 
God, he totall) defeated on the filth of February 
“ 1757 , but, that rcflccfing hotv injurious war tens 
“ to his hLajcflj's dominions, he made peace with 
him, to the obfen-ance of which, Surajah Dow la, 
" fworc bt God and his prophet Mahomet, jet a 
'‘ten fetv daj-s bemg elapfed, regardlefs of his oath, 
“ he joined v ith die enemies of the Englilh to deftroy 
“ them, that he. Colonel Clitc, had fcteral times 
" warned him of the fatal confequences of his un- 
“ faithful condufl, but that he fcomed his fnendfhip, 
“ and met him with a numerous an^t, oter which 
“ he, b) the blcfling of God, obmacd a complete \ ic- 
“ tory on the plains of Placis, June 23, 1757 , that 
“ in the purfuit Suraiah Dow la was killed, and, by 
“ the confent of all the g'tmt men of the protance, 
“ Alcer Jalfier was appointed to iucceed him, a man 
“ juft and rat.’-Ciful, as his predeceflbr was wacked, 
. G “ proud. 
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“ proud, and cruel, who implored his Majcfty to con-*- 
“ firm him m his dignity, that he had joined him 
“ with a powerful army, and, by the blefling of God^ 
nothing fhould be wanting to mahe the country 
flounfii, and the people happy , that in the r/jurfc 
“ of thefc troubles, nothing had been done to the in- 
“ jury of hiB Majefty’s dominions , and that he was- 
“ ready, with his life, to obey his Rlajefty’s com- 
“ mands ” 

A revolution, fo fudden and unexpedted, filled every 
one with terror and aftonifliment, -which was kept up 
by the march of a confiderable detachment, under the 
command of Capt Cootc, in purfuit of Monf Laws, 
who marched from Patna at the head of an hundred 
French, the only remains of that nation in all the 
three provinces, to the afliftance of the late Soubah, 
and were v/ithm a few hours march of him when he 
was taken pnfoncr , but they returned on Capt Coote’s 
approach, who followed them till they had paffed the 
boundaries of the Soubah’s dominions The Na-* 
bob of Patna -was one Ramnaran, a Gentoo, faithfully 
attached to his late maftcr, who, fuppofing Mcer Jaf- 
fier would not confirm him in his government, was 
meditating a junction with the Soubah of Oude, the 
don of the late vifir, whofe temtones border on tliofe 
of Patna, There was fuch evident proof of this, that 
Colonel Cine advifed the Soubah to difplace him, 
avhich -was approved, accepted, and the order font, 
but different paffions now began to operate, and the 
Nabob, from fome unknown motive, determined to cf- 
fc£l his purpofe by other means 

Whoc\cr confiders human nature will cafify per- 
ceive, that the harmony between the Soubah and 
us was liable to many interruptions As the brute 
creation ictain no longer their affeiffions for their pa- 
' r/mts 
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clofc connexion which appeared between us, widcntS^ 
the breach between them, till mutual miftruft incrcaf- 
cd to that pitch, tint cacli began to Arengthen hir 
party Rojdullub endeavoured to gam the officers of 
the army to him , and the Soubali difinilTcd frony hi! 
court all tbofc who had (hewed too great an a/itach- 
tnent to a miniftcr he had made too poiverful, for 
he was firft Treafurer, Paj-maftcr of the troops, and 
general of a large body of horfe and foot, and his 
brother and relations occupied the moft beneficial em- 
ploys at court Thefe made him powerful , but it was 
the Englifh protedbon that made him formidable to 
his mafter/ But the feafon now approached for tak- 
ing the field, and m Odlobcr 1757, the Soubah fixed 
his Aandard to the north, v/ith great expectations of 
j'cndcnng himfclf as powerful and arbitrary as liis old 
jnafter Allyvherdc, v/liofe example he endeavoured to 
imitate m his government He had projcdled a very 
cxtcnfisc plan, to which he was by no means equal 
Tirft, he propofed the deArudtion of Rojdullub and 
his party. Secondly, to cmfii the rebellion broke out 
in Purhunea, where the htc Go\crnor refufed to own 
his authority Thirdly, by force or Aratagem to get 
the Nabob of Patna into Ins power, and give that 
l^rovincc to his brother And having made himfelf 
thus powerful, he finally propofed to awe the EngliAi 
into the relinquiAiing the remainder of the money du6 
to them, and the other articles Aipulatcd by the treaty 
This projedf opened with the death of Miiwa Mun- 
dec, Surajah Dowla s brother, a weak hclple^ y outh, 
whom his fpics and parafites had infinuatcd to him 
Roydullub intended to fet up for Soubah The fame 
jealoufy induced him to fend the widow of Allyv-> 
horde into confinement at Dacca , and a An£t vaitch 
5yas kept o/cr an infant-fon left by Fazel Cooley 

Caun^ 
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unfaithful conduft , reminded him of the agreement 
entered into at Jagutfeat’s houfe, dcclanng himfclf 
Roydullub’s proteftor, and demanded fecunty for thc*^^ 
payment of the remainder of the treaty-money/^ of 
t.hich e\en the firft half wras not jet paid, although 
the time v/as elapfed for the firft pajment of the fe- 
cond half The Soubah no.v felt his chains, and 
found, that the more he ftruggled, the clofcr thej fat 
After many vam attempts, by threats and careffes, to 
fhakc the Colonel’s conftancy , he at laft, with a \ ery 
ill grace, made over to the companj the revenues of 
the three provinces of Eurdv an, Nuddea, and Houghly, 
for tne remainder of the treaty -money , and then the 
t\\ o armies marched fo'v ard At this place the Colonel 
entertained the Soubah ith a review of our little army, to 
trhich he came in great Itatc, in a car dravm by two ele- 
phants, accompanied by two of his children and fcveral of 
Lis courtiers The troops went through all their firings 
and ctolutions with great brilkncls and regularity’, and 
the Soubah feemed loft m amazement, at the quicknefs 
and uniformity of their motions , but nothing ftruck 
him fo much as the quick finng of the field pieces, 
■which, he faid, exceeded every thing he could pof- 
fibly bare imagined , and be was altogether fo well 
pleafed a nth his entertainment, that he ordered ten 
thoufand rupees to be diftnbuted apiong them, for 
•which the foldiers returned him their thanks, by three 
Engliftr huzzas This review had a aery good efteef, 
by pointing out to the Soubah, hoav irrefiftable fuch 
a clofe compaft body of infantry’, where caery man is 
furc of being affifted by bis neighbour, is to the loolb 
irregular attacks of a confufed multitude, avhere no 
man has any reliance, but on the ftrength of his arm 
I heard the Soubah difcourfing of this review amongft 
his courtiers , and, after eypreflirig his admiration, faid, 

, Theft 
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from the motive that it would be a conftant chcclc 
on the Soubahj to have the Nabob of Patna devoted 
to us 

He therefore, at the Soubih’s requeft, wrote Ram-*^ 
naran, that he might comp with fafety The^^o- 
lonePs reputation for the inviolable obfcrvance of his 
word, was fuch, that Ramnaran immediately left his 
army, and came with a few followers to the Englifli 
camp He then w’ent, accompanied by Mr Watts, 
to pay his fubmiffion to the Soubah, who received 
him with a conftrained gracioufncfs, and his army joined 
the reft in their route to Patpa 

The Soubah, who burnt with defire to free himfelf 
from our yoke, now formed a projeft, from which 
he hoped fome relief He ordered Coja Haddee, a 
general who commanded fixteen thoufand men, tp make 
a forced march, and enter the city before our army, 
which had always been the van of the whole This 
officer was much fufpefted of an attachment to Roy- 
dull ub, and therefore the Soubah aimed at embroiling 
him in a fkirmifli with us, indifferent who had the 
advantage, where he wanted to be rid of both Hp 
accordingly gave him orders, that v/hen he entered the 
city, he fhould fhut the gates, and permit no troops 
to enter the city without farther orders Coja Had- 
dee not perceiving the fnarc, paffed our army in pro- 
per order for adlion When 'he Colonel came near 
^he city, he fent word to Coja Haddee, that the Sou- 
bah had laid this fnare to deftroy him, and advifed 
him not to oppofe him, as he was determined tp 
enter Coja Haddee immediately retired, and fent the 
Soubah a meffage that he prefumed his orders could 
not regard his friend Sabut Jung *, whom he had let 

* The title conferred on Colonel CUve by the court of Dchli It means 

pafs; 
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v^re m the city, zs were alfo Ramniren’s , and uitlt 
the Colonel was a guard of tvvo hundred feapoys 
Near the facrory was quartered a body of Ramnaran/ 
liorfc, and both ufed the fame market A dilute 
arofe between them, which from words came to blows, 
and Come of the Colonel’s frapoy's were v ounded They 
came to complain, and the Colonel permitted them to 
go and take their own rei'cnge They immediately 
falhcd out, and attacked the horfemen, whom they 
Ron routed, and one or two of them were killed. 
The alarm fpread inftantly throughout the city, all 
parties were m arms , fpics w ere running backwards 
and forwards oicr the city, every one making a dif- 
ferent report, according to the fears or •wiflies of their 
mailer TheSouhah, whohad his head-quarters in apalace 
on the eallem fide of the city, immediately furpefted Colo- 
nel Chvc, Ramnaxan and Soydulluh, were forming a de- 
frgn to attacl him Full of this thought, he inihmtly put 
his w omen, papers, and )ewe!s> on elephants, font n party 
to fecurc his retreat, and put all his troops under arm', 
Roydullub and Ramnaran were alfo under arms, and 
It was a miracle the city was not fired and plundered 
But as the nfe of this difo'dcr W’as entirely acciden- 
tal, fo nobody w as prepared to take any ad\ antage of 
it, and, by the mtcrcourfe of mclTcngers, the tumult 
frihfidcd, ’ and ei cry' one fhcltered himfclf under the 
cloak of difiimulation , firft refleflmg, whether they had 
done any thing in the firft heat of the alarm that 
might hai'C betrayed their fenbments ? The next morn- 
ing all the grandees aifitcd Colonel Cine, and the 
commander of the horfc, whofe people had begun the 
fkirmifh with the Englifh feapoys, asais ordered out of 
the city The Souhah lived m continual apprehen- 
fions, but the Colonel was tod flcady to be led affray 
by any of them . His honour, and the public intereft, 
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Ilitlitrto \ c hnd m:t ■" ith a continued fencs of 
fuceef';, ^ hich not feemed for a while fiifpcndcd, b} 
the arm a! of the French fittt on the coafl of Coro- 
mandel, commanded bj Monf d'Ache, witn three 
thoufmd Europeans on board, under the command of 
Lieutenant General LalK and many ofneers of the firfc 
diftiri?iQn in 1 ranee, a force, which fetm''d to threaten 
the deftruiTlion of -’ll our fettlcincnvS m India. In thii 
danger, oar foie reliance was on the \igilancc and 
bnte'v of our fleet, a-d 1 appilj we \ ere not dcccn- 
cd Itlr Pocock, though much inferior m force, 
fought the f'f oppor..unit\ to engage them, \ hde 
jet \cr) fctv of tlicr men a ere landed I he cn- 

gagcircnt 
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The arrual of the French fquadron, and the lofs of 
Fort St. Da\ id’s, had an inftant cfFedt on our influence 
in the countrj The Co’onel confidering, that if the 
Soubah could be prevailed on to pay him a vifit in 
Calcutta, It v/ould deceive our enemies into a/nrm 
perfualion, that there fubfiftcd a perfefl: amity between 
us, fent Mr Watts to him \/ith the invitation, which 
he readily accepted I ntuft here do the Soubah the 
juftice to fa), tliat, howeicr jealous of the Englifli 
power, he has ever fliewn a fincere regard for the 
Colonel 

This outward appearance of harmony avas equally 
neceflary to the Soubah, as it was our alliance alone 
which made him formidable to his neighbours j but, 
obferving how much we courted his fncndfliip, he 
thought he might now execute his defigns againft 
Roydullub He left the city under charge of his fon, 
firft difmilTing his minifter from all his employments , 
and, to all appearance, left an order v/ith his fon to put 
him to death, for no fooner was his father out of his 
fight, than he prepared to attack him But, as our re- 
putation and influence in the country entirely depended 
on our protcfting him m his life and honour, Mr 
Scrafton, tlicn refident at the Nabob’s court, marched a 
company of men to his afliftance, and took him under 
his proteflion The Soubah, w ho was vcty little ad- 
vanced on his tvay, was alarmed at this, and fccnicd de- 
termined to return , but Mr Watts had addrefs enough, 
not only to perfuade him to continue his journey, but 
to let Roydullub come down to Calcutta The Soubah 
was glad he had carried his point fo far as to hare dif- 
miffcd him from his poft, without our rcfenting it, and 
the Colonel was plcafcd to have kept his word, which 
extended no further than the protedlion of his life and 
honour. The Soubah was moft magnificent!} entertain- 
ed, 
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cJ, h"tl c"'t prclLtiis wi-’Ji. Inn, returned veil ih- 
to hib cipitil, -tiid lelt RotJullnb i C-Ici-t a 
1 hii Mfit Ird tic The I- re eh, as 

-wei^-s the So b~!t s cne ric«, ccnicRu'cd, i{ t'^et at- 
tetnp eJ ''in th.i.^ !b Bengal, t’es fi oald fnil 
our urn eJ tn"cc> ig-' nr thtn 'I he I r.rch \ ere rot' 
fo powerful c r ta^ cn’ll: oJ Cr* I etmg at 'c-tfc 

lour tho^f~nvl E-ropca"'? "nJ fix ,hoi-''inJ 
•hat a e I g- i to E" Icr d—f — 1 h E-c n.en, e-’- 
cJ, th-t the r-v"eo h'J •’ ' •''n. in t! c DwCon, fron 
vhtchco_rtn the drew a co hac'e^dc rtaenue The 
Colo"cl, app'cheuE.e •ae' r ^.h' -dd t’'a' --na to thc,r 
o nn lo'Ce'^, belah '■efoHi.d, aga nib t''e uwammoub Oj - 
jiicn o'^his council, to E"d a gre-t p'lt cf our force 
irto the. cot rtn , v ith a \ica% to nahe a tin c fion th"t 
night c-ll 0 ? r"t o*" the Frerch fo'cc from accccT: 
ot Cot- -"Ctfl For that purpofe Maior ForOw cn- 
barLd with fo ' h.."dred ard re env\ Etircpcai':, •"•d 
one hojfand four hundr..d Scapo with a fuit'l.e 
tram ot Ttil'en, — a •’npK prowtd nth Forci of 
•’ll kndi, and !and>.J at Virag-panun, the R-’ph ot 
that eountn hat ng del" wed our ■’G*lancc aguin'^ tnc 
French 
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vcrcd m protcSing him The Soubnh fccmccl iiu 
chned to refent this 'prote£lion, and hinted, tint lie 
expefted the mortgaged provinces fhould he refiored to 
him, but the news of Colonel Fordc’s fuccefs cheded 
him for the prefent Tint brave and experienced omcer, , 
with his fmall armj, defeated the Frcncli army com- 
manded by the Marquis de Conflans, confiding of five 
hundred Europeans and fix thoufand difciplincd fcapoys , 
and continued his purfuit of them towards Mafulipatani, 
<Iic French capital of Golconda. 

But now a new fccnc opened; The Mogul’s Ton Ind 
efcaped from the hands of the Vizir, who kept the 
Emperor himfelf and all his family as a kind of ftatc 
prifoncrsj and appeared in arms on the frontiers of the 
province of Bnhar The Souhah had lately given fuch 
proofs of his inclination to avoid all farther connexions 
with us, that he apprehended the Colonel aVould not 
be very ready to aflifi: him, and therefore declined, 
as long as pofliblc, acquainting liim with the threat- 
ened invafion but, like a jlothful man, who is not 
fcnfiblc of his weaknefs till occafion requires him to 
put his ftrength to the trial, now that the exigency 
of his affairs demanded he fliould exert himfelf, he 
found how little able he was to cope with an enemy 
The immcnfc forces he had kept up to no manner 
of purpofe, having eighty thoufand men at leaft in his 
pay, had quite exhaufted his treafury, and vaft arrears 
were flill due to them Far from afiifting him, they i 
even threatened his life, jf he did not immediately com- 
ply with their demands All he could do was to fi- 
tisfy a part of them, who took tlie field under his 
foil’s command, and might be about four thoufand 
horfc and as many foot In the mean time tlic Prince, 
or Shahzada, had croffed the Carumnafla, which is the 
boundary of Bahar, where he was joined by the Sou- 

bab 
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of Oudc’s brother and fomc of the Boujeporc Ra- 
jah-^, and was on full march towards Patna at the head 
of forty thoufand men, with Monf. Laws and Ins 
part) of a hundred French and two hundred Sea- 
po)^ Ramnaran thought this was the opportunity for 
him to throw off his obedience to iMccr Jafficr, and 
feemed determined to declare for the Sliazalida 1 hus 
c\cr) thing looked as if the Soubah would lofc his life 
and go\crnmcnt, without a fword being drawn in ins 
behalf In this diftrcfs he at Pfl: applied to Colonel 
Cine, now conhrmed goternor by the company’s ap- 
pointment 

The compant’s affairs were not/ in almoft as cri- 
tical a fituation as the Soubah’s The ficgc of Madrafs 
was adlualt) begun, and v/c had fent thither part of 
the forces that came out in this ) car’s flnpping, fo 
that our whole force was but three hundred infantia, 
one hundred tram, and two thoufand five hundred fca- 
poys, moll of whom had neter feen an adlion Nc- 
acrthclcfs, the Colonel hwfitated not a mf^ment, but 
immediately began his march to Mu\ada;ad, where 
he amted on the twentieth of M'’rch He reproached 
the Soubah fevcrclj for his a caL, unflcady con- 
du£l, particular! j for the manner in aahich he had dc- 
{lro)cd his tv o general ofHccrs, a hich had quite alien- 
ated the affedlions of his army from him, and for his 
I?tc bchaa lour to the Englifli , but affured him, he 
might rely on his utmoft endeavours to e\tricate him 
from the difficulucs he was involved in, and that him- 
fclf and all Ins army avould light for him to the lad 
man The Colonel immcdiatcla continued his march, 
and the Soubah promifcd to folloav in a feav days All 
parties had their eves fixed on the Colonel The Shah- 
zada invited liim prcffingly to join him, offering him 
H a lhare 
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T {hare in tlic go\crnmcnt, and any adnntagcs lie? 
plcafcd to nf! on behalf of the comp'’n) , and, flat- 
tering himfclf the Colonel might be brought c\cr to 
him, lie V ould not bring Lav’s party \\ ith him, Jn-tT 
left them at Bcnarcs, kll it fliould difguft the Colo- 
nel The Nabob of Patna, not hearing of the Colo- 
nel’s march, had entered into a treaty with the Shah- 
zada, bv vhich he promifed to declare for him, on 
condition, that the Shahzada confirmed him in his 
Nabobfliip, and that Ins arma fhould not enter the 
city This was agreed to, and Ramnaran came out 

of the city , paid his fubmiffion to the Shahzada, and 

made him a prefent of a confidcrablc fum of moncj 
The Shahz‘’da’s aima palled the cit\, and encamped 
towards Bengal , and a da\ or tv o after, he font to 
Ramnaran for feme more monej’ and the city can- 
nonj The mcfTcngc's affLfled the haughty airs of con- 
querors, to which Ramnaran at as not incl.ned to fub- 
mit, as he had now heard of the Colonel’s march, 
and indeed had rcccn cd ? letter from him to this 

purport, “ That as it v as by his mediation he had 

“ been confirmed m his goternment, he looked on 
" himfclf as rcfponfiblc to the Soubah for his fidelity, 
“ that if he ofiered to fwerve .from his duty, he 
“ fhould feel his utmoft refentment , that he was 
“ marching tow ards him with all c>.pediCion, and flat- 
“ tered himfclf, that the fame Proiidcnce which had 
“ blcficd him aMth MiStorj' on fo many occafions, 
“ would not now forfakc him ” Intimidated by this 
letter, and full of the hopes of a fpeedy relief, he turn- 
ed the Pnnee’* mcITcngcrs out ot the city, and fhut 
the gates againft him The Shahzada, furpnfed and 
enraged at this fudden change, iramed’atety began the 
fege The Colonel’s appro^’ch made all parties aft 
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1 III gocKl ncwi u'as foon follow cd bj tint of the 
^fto iiniing fuc'*-'s of the c\pcJiticn ander Major Fordo 
'That intrepid ofTiccr, after flniggling through many 
tlifncuUits, in a long nr eh 'rough an cncmj’s country, 
and in V in rf ni^ncv, at )-!' appeared b.forc Mafuli- 
patam, r i h his Ii tie armt, now rcduc>-d to three hun- 
dred and fift) Luropians, and oiu. thoufand tv ©hundred 
ft"pi^'' hL found It a cif> forti''cd a'cer the European 
manner, fa rounded by a fait morafs, and defended by 
the Marquis de Coiifims, v ith four hundred fift) regu- 
lars, a hundred citizens and Oi.hcr Europeans, and fi^ 

thoufand 
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liccri morr piitlij, Itpt n'oof, 3ii<l’ r toM- 

Ki\. lum jmnlii hi rod '.nil inountiin , cipjfci! tithe 
mod terrihk It 1 lint tr Lr Ltirojiran unJerv rut , Im hy 
V 4 pri.fr 1 h clr k, that it hfl, he v obli'cd to fy^- 
mit tiitiLr c'y fc t-c tcini 

I he iinfor'iiii'tc Slnhrtdijwhofnmiahlccharjflcrcie- 
fcrvcd 1 Ivttirfal'', fo'i'i perc ucd th'-CoIonch i tliconl^ 
ohflicl'. .n in fncci.r , and, Inr in^ found lie v. it not to be 
alltirt.d h, the fatti-rtfi ^ priifp-rt, tl ’t for fore tin.c at- 
tcndcdhiin,cnd(. ' oiircd no to naLc in imprcfTionon hm 
hj hi . n fo'tiiii'' Ik re] 'rf ntid to the Colo ii-l, in i 
tcry pitlutic lett the petiilrr v n-tchct'ritfs of hi fate, 
“ I h’t, tnc jih ho'ii to ■' cro n, th pcrf.cutmn of the 
“ Vieirhad kft Inni no^afpot to roll on, tin he had no 
“intcation apanft Mc^rjafiiwr’.. liR or go eminent, that 
“ "11 he aunid „l, w >> an arntv to male head a^aind the 
ir , in', thT if It pLafed God to fatotir 1)11 caufe, 
*‘t!,Cc!tin 1 m 'lit ccat. n’nd •'m aijiintagc fcthccon- 
“ pin; or mmfLlt ' I m th- Colonel rommunicati.d to 
tl Soab hk foil -nd R"nm’an, uhoho’h •’greed it\ oiild 
he dangcrou" to haicapni c. of the Mood in an\ of the 
pro\ incc- , that lie would p-otc a conPant foircc o‘'plot‘; 
and coiifpiricif -•g'linfl the So'ib ih , v ould dra o i him 
the refen n ent o'" the Virir, and finall; m\oI\c the coun- 
try in conlmiial trouble^ I he Colonel th refore fen’ hack 
the inefTengcr a ith arcfpcinful letter and a parfent of fire 
hundred gold mohurs * Hie belianour fo charmed 
the prince, that he fent him word, he would force 
himfelf under his protcJlion and dare him to deliver 
liim up, hut the Co'oncl v as ncccfiitatcd to anfwcr, that 
he added under the Soubah s orden, and v ould therefore 
h) no means ad\ ifc him to put himf If in his po \ cr The 
unhappy Slinhzadawas obliged to fi ck feme other refuge, 

• About A jooo (Icjbn; , 
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unlike Knight’s fervicc, by which lands were held for- 
merly in England 

By this fuccefsful campaign, tranquillity feemed to be 
perfedlly reftored, the Soubah more firmly feated in 
government, and the fncndfliip between him and the 
Englifli cemented 

Before I clofc the feene of thofc glorious fuccefies, let 
me take a view of the figure the Englifli made at this 
period No longer confidcred as mere merchants, they 
were now thought the umpires of Indoftan So great 
was the reputation of our arms, that the Vifir himfelf 
prefled the Colonel, by his agents, to march up to Dehli, 
and the Emperor fent him an elephant, a veft of honour, 
and a tiara, which is the ufual prefent to perfons of the 
highcft rank We were not only efteemed for our mili- 
tary atchievements, but alfo for the ftcady and inviolable 
attachment we had fliown to the Soubah and all thofc 
whofe caufe we had efpoufed, which made them fet the 
higheft value on our fncndfhip Wherever the Colonel 
went, he eftabliflied fuch a charadlcr for braver)’-, ftea- 
dinefs and moderation, as made him univcrfaliy refpefted 
and beloved But thefe arc merely honorary advantages. 
Thofe of a more lading nature, arc apparent in the pre- 
fent profperous date of the Company’s affairs The 
Company, before this time, has received the whole of 
that immenfe Aim of one million two hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds dcfhng, dipulated by the treaty j 
IS in poffelTion of a trait of land, which yields a clear 
revenue of a hundred thoufand pounds derling per annum, 
and will, probably, in a few years be raifcd to twice 
that fum , enjoys a flounfliing tiwde, fees their -whole 
fettlcment changed from a datc'bf miferable po\erty, 
to a feene of magnificence, and aWreat progrtfs made 
in the druilurc of a fortificauon, whi^, Vr’hen completed, 

V/ill, 
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will, with prudent management, fecure thofe advantages 
down to the lateft pofterity ^ 

^ On the other hand, the French are driven entirely out 
of thofe provinces , their fine fettlement of Chandernagore 
IS laid level with the earth , the inhabitants are difperfed ; 
and that once fiotirifhing place is fo totally mined, that 
fifty 3 'cars peace would hardly recover it, fhould the Sou- 
bah e\ er permit them to refettle it And by the happy 
fuccefs of Colonel Forde’s expedition, they have not now 
a foot of land even in thofe provinces, which, till then, 
yielded them a revenue of four hundred thoufand pounds 
ftcrling, out of which they maintained a great force, 
and remitted yearly a large fum to Pondicheriy . Thefe 
circumftances will, it is apprehended, greatly conduce 
to the fall of that place, which is all that is wanting to 
crown our fuccefs and min the French Eaft India Com- 
pany, it IS probable, for ever 

If this account, which has been the amufement of my 
leifure hours in a long India voyage, fhould meet your 
approbation, I fhall think my trouble amply rew arded j 
and if It will be of any fervice, I fhall readily give you 
my fcntimcnts on the meafures which arc proper to be 
taken at this junfturc, for fettling the Eaft India affairs on 
a lafting foundation 
I am, etc 



